Vista: October 16, 2008 by University of San Diego
University of San Diego
Digital USD
USD Vista USD News
10-16-2008
Vista: October 16, 2008
University of San Diego
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in USD Vista by an
authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
University of San Diego, "Vista: October 16, 2008" (2008). USD Vista. 584.
https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista/584
Thursday, October 16, 2008 The University of San Diego • www.usdvista.com Volume 46 Issue 5 
Inside 
THE VISTA 
Graduate School Fair 
prepares students for the 
future 
Full story on page 6 
Mil HIM 
AIG finds luxurious 
ways to use bailout 
money 
Full story on page 7 
An interview with Adam 
Siska of The Academy 
Is... 
Full story on page 13 
USD standout interview: 
former pitcher Anthony 
Slama 

















Famed poet gives reading at USD 
Jean Valentine sheds light on her life and works at the IP J 
CHRIS BROWN 
STAFF WRITFR 
Jean Valentine, the current 
state poet of New York and 
winner of the 2004 National 
Book Award for Poetry, kicked 
off the fifth Annual Lindsay 
Cropper Writers Series at 
the Joan Crock Institute for 
Peace and Justice last Friday, 
Oct. 10. The reading followed 
the recent publication of Val­
entine's 11th book, "Small 
Boat." 
Valentine began her read­
ing with "To the Bardo," a 
poem originally written for 
a sick friend who was dying. 
She continued with other read­
ings from her work including: 
"Once," "The Coin," "X" 
and "Your Number is Lift­
ing Off my Hand." For each 
poem, Valentine told a brief 
background story and various 
humorous anecdotes which 
allowed the audience to gain a 
more complete understanding 
of each piece. 
After finishing some of 
her shorter poems, Valentine 
continued the reading with, 
"Lucy," a long multipart poem 
based upon the maternal figure 
of the oldest humanoid skel­
eton, an Austrolophithicine 
dubbed Lucy, written in two 
sittings. 
Preceding a reading of 
some unfinished poems, Val­
entine said to the audience, "I 
like reading new things; I can 
hear them better if you're all 
here." This candid attitude to­
wards her poems was present 
throughout the performance. 
After reading one of her new 
poems she wondered aloud, 
"I'm not sure if that one's fin­
ished yet." 
During the question and 
answer period of the reading, 
Valentine answered questions 
regarding her writing style and 
what it was like to host work­
shops in prisons. In response 
to a question regarding her 
See POET, page 3 
IPJ hosts dialogue with Woman PeaceMaker 
SAMANTHA LAROY 
STAFF WRITFR : 
As Shinjita Alam sat in 
the IPJ theater, her composed 
demeanor belied her personal 
drive to bring gender equality to 
her native Bangladesh. Alam, 
one of the featured speakers 
of the university's Women 
PeaceMakers Program, gave 
a lecture last Thursday, where 
she discussed her work to em­
power impoverished women, 
set up job opportunities and 
coordinate interreligious dia­
logue. 
B angladesh, a country whi ch 
gained independence in 1971 
through a bloody civil war, has 
faced severe hardships includ­
ing famine, military coups, 
See PEACE, page 2 RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Woman PeaceMaker Shinjita Alam spoke about her life and work at the IPJ last Thursday. 
Thanksgiving House project underway 
Project Management class will renovate a cancer survivor's home 
GYNO P0MARE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Move over "Extreme Make­
over: Home Edition" USD has 
come up with its own version 
of community reconstruction. 
In their 11th year of service, 
USD's Project Management 
class has taken on the task of 
helping a person in need by 
renovating his or her house. 
The project is called the 
Thanksgiving House Project. 
The project will benefit Ro­
salie, a passionate salsa dancer 
of 20 years. When she was 
diagnosed with liver cancer, 
doctors were able to success­
fully remove the cancer from 
her body. Unfortunately, one 
day Rosalie woke up with no 
feeling in her legs. Her in­
ability to walk, however, has 
done nothing to slow Rosalie 
down. She now teaches others 
in wheelchairs how to move 
to music. She lives in San 
Diego about 10 minutes south 
of USD. The Project Manage­
ment class wants to renovate 
Rosalie's house with the help 
of supervising professionals to 
make it wheelchair accessible. 
Many volunteers will be 
needed to help with the many 
aspects of renovating the 
house. Some of the different 
phases of the project include 
remodeling the kitchen, replac­
ing the flooring and landscap­
ing changes to the front and 
backyard. An exterior designer 
and a construction expert will 
be on the job site making sure 
that everything is done prop­
erly for Rosalie. This is an op­
portunity for many students to 
complete community service 
hours while improving the life 
and living condition of another 
person. 
The class is inviting stu­
dents to go online to sandiego. 
edu/thanksgivinghouse.com to 
make donations. They are also 
holding a fundraiser at Fiji 
Yogurt today, Oct. 16th. The 
company will be donating a 
percentage of their sales to the 
project. 
With several other fund-
raising plans in the works the 
Project Management class 
will no doubt have great suc­
cess in their endeavors. They 
will be on site working during 
the first two weekends in No­
vember. Please contact Anna 
Minniti at anna_minniti-10@ 
sandiego.edu if you want to 
get involved. 
Poacher stuffs 
lobsters in his 
own trousers 
ALLYSON HUNT 
ASST. NFWS FDITOR 
Excuse me sir, but could you 
please remove those lobsters 
from your pants? Surely this 
is a sentence that La Jolla law 
enforcement never dreamed 
they would have to utter. Un­
fortunately for the six lobsters 
concealed in Binh Quang 
Chau's pants, they did. Chau, 
a 33 year-old San Diego native, 
has been cited four times for 
poaching lobsters from the La 
Jolla State Marine Conserva­
tion Area. The Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) warden 
Daryl Simmons said Chau was 
arrested when they noticed 
See LOBSTER, page 3 
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THIS WEEK 
1968, The Summer Games of the 1775, The second Continental 
19th Olympiad officially opened in Congress authorized the construc-
Mexico City. tion of a naval fleet. 
1998, Three Americans, Robert F. 




Prize for work 
on blood vessel 
research. 
1582, Due to the implementation 
of the Gregorian calendar, this day 
Hoes not exist in 
1947, Chuck Yeager makes the 
first supersonic flight over Edwards 
Air Force Base California 
1960, The idea of a Peace Corps 
was first suggested by Democratic 
presidential candidate John F. Ken­
nedy to an audience of students at 
the University of Michigan. 
1993, Nelson Mandela and FW de 
Klerk were awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for their work to end apartheid in 
South Africa. 
1969, Peace activists staged dem­
onstrations across the country, in­
cluding a candlelight march around 
the White House, as part of a mora­
torium againstNthe Vietnam War. 
\—NH 2  
1987, A 59-hour drama in Mid­
land, Texas, ended happily as res­
cuers freed Jessica McClure, an 
18-month-old girl trapped in an 
abandoned well. 
1814, in London at the Meux and 
Company Brewery a huge vat contain­
ing over 135,000 gallons of beer rup­
tured, causing other vats in the same 
building to succumb in a domino effect. 
As a result, more than 323,000 gallons 
of beer burst out and gushed into the 
streets. 
1867, the United States took formal 
possession of Alaska from Russia. 
1967, The Soviet probe Venera 
4 reaches Venus and becomes the 
first spacecraft to measure the atmo­
sphere of another planet. 
1943, Streptomycin, the first an­
tibiotic remedy for tuberculosis, is 
isolated by researchers at Rutgers 
University. 
HIST0RY.COM, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Peacemaker speaker broke tradition to aid women 
Indian woman was disowned by her family for foregoing marriage and pursuing an education 
PEACE, continued 
terrorism and other forms of violence. 
In January 2007, democratic political 
rule in Bangladesh was suspended in 
favor of emergency law. Although elec­
tions have been promised for later this 
year, many remain skeptical. 
Shinjita Alam, born Hassina Alam, 
began speaking about her work by talk­
ing about her inspiration and journey 
toward becoming a peacemaker. Named 
Hassina at birth, Alam explained that 
she changed her name when she was 
a teenager with the intent to "change 
my name and change my life." Alam 
explained that her given name, Hassina, 
is a traditional Muslim name that means 
beautiful. 
Although this name seems like an 
honor to have, Alam did not want to be 
associated with other women named 
Hassina especially because they are 
often women who submit to tradition 
and are most likely victims of domestic 
violence in Bangladesh. Alam continued 
to say that by creating her own name, 
she created her own identity. The name 
Shinjita has no literal significance other 
than being her identity. 
Alam, having been born into a con­
servative Islamic family, was the first 
woman in her family to pursue her 
education. Alam explained that she 
noticed gender disparaties early in her 
life, including the fact that she and her 
mother and sisters had to wait to eat 
until after her father and brothers had 
finished. They were only allowed to eat 
the leftovers. 
Alam saw her mother and other 
women working all day in the home, 
sometimes getting up as early as four 
a.m. and never stopping until nine or 10 
p.m. At age 16, Alam's brothers were to 
arrange her marriage, but she refused 
and was shut out of her family by choos­
ing to travel and continue her education. 
She did not want to face discrimination 
and defied tradition by earning her mas­
ter's degree in social welfare. Accord­
ing to Alam's experience, girls do not 
usually get an education past secondary 
school. However, after seeing her sister 
cry over her forced marriage, Alam did 
not follow the path set out for her by her 
elders. While speaking about the deci­
sion to create her own destiny, Alam 
said that when observing the women 
at home, "I would see their faces, no 
smile." 
Part of the cultural emphasis on tradi­
tion comes from religion. Bangladesh, a 
country whose state religion is Islam, 
has imams in each town who serve as 
community guides as well as spiritual 
leaders. Some of the imams are not even 
well educated and combined with the 
fact that the translations of the Koran 
from Arabic to Bangla have some major 
gaps, it illustrates the potential for mis­
guidance or room for incorrect personal 
interpretation given to the imams. 
Consequently, domestic violence is 
integrated into the culture. She said that 
when she started reaching out to these 
women "it was difficult at first...I felt 
like an outsider." Alam said it became 
easier as she began talking to people 
and making connections. 
One of the ways Alam made these 
connections was by wearing tradi­
tional clothes which allowed her to fit 
in better and gain more respect among 
the women she was trying to help. A 
difficult fact Alam must face on a daily 
basis is that women keep silent when 
they are beaten to minimize domestic 
problems and they feel that everything 
is natural. Husbands are seen as guard­
ians who provide food and shelter, but 
they are allowed to beat their wives if 
a mistake is made. Another hardship 
these women endure is that they "don't 
have an identity, but they don't want 
it," often because they don't know any 
other lifestyle. 
Alam has been proactive in dealing 
with these issues by forming women's 
community centers where women are 
given certain freedoms not allowed by 
the general public and equal treatment. 
Alam is well versed in religious texts 
having read the Ramayana, Bible and 
Koran. When Alam held her first con­
ference, she had everyone write down 
the most important values and beliefs of 
their religion and the exercise demon­
strated that everyone had the same basic 
ideals, but, as Alam said, "they don't 
know each other." 
Alam has spent her entire life fight­
ing adversity and while she has made 
a significant impact, her work is not 
finished. After Alam's inspirational dis­
cussion with audience members in the 
IPJ, a question and answer session tied 
together her hopes for the future. Alam 
remarked on the amount of work to be 
done, but said that while in the past she 
felt like she "was the only person climb­
ing the mountain," now she realizes that 
she's not the only one, even though the 
struggle is not over. 
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public safety report Oct. 9 - Oct. 12 
Warren Hall Law School Lot: At 
12:58 p.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to a report of a hit 
and run that involved a USD 
student who had sustained minor 
injuries. Upon investigation, 
another student had accidentally 
struck the leg of the victim with 
her vehicle, and then temporarily 
left the scene. The suspect later 
returned and gave Public Safety 
her statement. The victim did 
not request any further medical 
attention. 
Missions Parking Structure: At 
3:21 p.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to a report of a hit 
and run to a commuter student's 
vehicle. Upon investigation, the 
vehicle had been parked in the 
Missions Parking Structure and 
had been hit by another vehicle. 
There was damage sustained to 
the bumper and tailgate of the 
vehicle. 
W Manchester Village: At 
12:39 a.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to a noise complaint. 
Upon investigation, three 
students over the age of 21 and 
two minors were consuming 
alcohol. One female was 
determined to be too intoxicated 
to care for herself and was 
voluntarily transported to detox. 
One resident student was cited 
for MIP, and two resident and 
one commuter student were cited 
for contributing to minors. 
Off Campus: At 1:08 p.m. Public 
Safety officers responded to a 
report of harassing calls and 
e-mails being sent to a commuter 
student. Upon investigation, the 
victim had been acquainted with 
the suspect, who had began to 
repeatedly contact the victim. 
The suspect, who is also a 
commuter student, was advised 
to no longer have contact with 
the victim. 
Maher Hall: At 11:42 p.m. Public 
Safety observed a possibly 
intoxicated female being 
supported by an unidentified 
male walking towards Maher 
Hall. Upon investigation, the 
female was determined to be 
too intoxicated to care for 
herself and was referred to the 
Community Director on duty. 
Maher Hall: At 10:48 p.m. 
Resident Assistants cited one 
student for hosting and MIP, one 
student for MIP and furnishing 
false information, one student for 
MIP, and one student for IPA. 
H H Cunningham Baseball Field: 
At 7:43 a.m. Public Safety 
officers responded to a report 
of a hit and run that left damage 
to university property. Upon 
investigation, a water pipe 
had been broken and several 
plants had been damaged when 
an unidentified vehicle ran up 
over the curb. Estimates for 
the damages are still being 
evaluated. 
12 Off-Campus: At 2:39 
a.m. Public Safety officers 
observed an individual drive in 
an erratic manner, park on the 
curb and then proceed to vomit 
on the sidewalk outside the 
Via Las Cumbres gate. Upon 
investigation, a female UCSD 
student had been driving under 
the influence of alcohol, and was 
arrested by SDPD. 
Alcala Vistas West Lot: At 
12:35 a.m. Public Safety officers 
observed a vehicle driving in 
an erratic manner in the Alcala 
Vistas west parking lot. Upon 
investigation, a commuter student 
was found to be driving under 
the influence of alcohol, though 
he was below the legal limit. 
Public Safety advised the student 
to contact a sober driver to drive 
him home. 
N.Y. poet shares 
her work and 
thoughts on art 
POET, continued 
poetic voice, Valentine said that it 
took a long time for her to really find her 
own style. She said that she no longer 
really considers her first book "Dream," 
as her own because of the difference in 
voice. 
Her main recommendation for up 
and coming poets was that they find 
fellow poets to meet with who would be 
willing to give them effective and sup­
portive criticisms of their work. 
When asked about the most notice­
able difference that she sees between 
the poetry she encounters in the prison 
poetry workshops compared to other 
workshops, Valentine mentioned that 
the poems seemed to have a greater 
feeling of necessity. 
This necessity, which lies at the heart 
of Valentine's poetic inspiration, is the 
intangible feeling that there is some­
thing trapped in the emotional self that 
desperately needs to be expressed. 
Lobster poacher was a repeat offender 
All six crustaceans were safely returned to the ocean 
LOBSTER, continued 
"odd bulges" in his pants. All of 
the lobsters found in Chau's possesion 
were undersized and out of season. 
Due to the rising price and popular­
ity of lobsters, officials have noticed an 
influx in pre-season poachers. Harry 
Morris, media advisory for the DFG, 
expressed the department's dilligence, 
"You have to be very vigilent to find all 
the different methods that people come 
up with to conceal lobsters," he said. 
With only 200 wardens statewide, 
the DFG must 
perform a 
series of 
p o a c h i n g  
patrols. It can 
be difficult to 
catch all of the 
offenders with a 
staff smaller than 
USD's own Public 
Safety staff. 
Because Chau is a 
repeat offender and he 
has shown consistent dis­
regard for fish and game 
laws, he was booked at 
San Diego County Jail 
where he was held for six 
days. 
Chau combined the three 
cases that the DFG made 
against him and plead guilty. 
His plea agreement called for 
three years probation with a 
penalty of 90 days in jail if he vio 
lates his probation. It also called for 
13 days of work service, a three-year 
suspension of all fishing in state ocean 
waters out to three miles and a $500 
fine. 
Members of the concerned public 
will be pleased to know that all 
six of the ill-gotten lobsters were 
safely returned to the ocean after 
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CAMPUS FOCUS CO-FDITOR 
Though most people would argue 
it is beneficial to sleep between six to 
nine hours a night, it is not always pos­
sible for those college students involved 
with every club on campus. Countless 
people suffer from sleep deprivation, 
many of them being college students. 
Naps are frequently utilized, but how 
much does napping actually assist one 
in the never-ending battle against sleep 
deprivation? According to sleep-depri-
vation.com, naps should be no longer 
than 20 to 30 minutes. The longer the 
nap, the harder it will be to fall asleep 
when the day ends. With this informa­
tion in mind, I will move on to discuss 
the best napping locations our campus 
offers. 
This may come as a shock but con­
trary to popular belief the best time and 
place to nap on campus is not during 
your professor's lecture in your Camino 
Hall classroom! Not only will your 
peers remember you as the snoring stu­
dent, but your teacher will assume you 
are an apathetic learner. A ruined repu­
tation might leave you feeling emotion­
ally bruised, but your grades could pay 
the price as well. 
Alternatives to napping in the class­
room abound on our gorgeous campus. 
Outdoor locations with a refreshing 
breeze are perfect for those warmer 
days. Behind the Institute for Peace and 
Justice there is plenty of lawn space for 
students to take a relaxing break from 
classes. The quiet atmosphere and 
cool breeze make this location one of 
my favorites. For those readers who 
are deeper sleepers, the lawns beside 
Aromas and the Immaculata are con­
veniently close to many classrooms. 
These centrally located lawns provide 
a soft turf for those immune to the con­
versations of pedestrians passing by. 
What about the occasional rainy day 
in sunny San Diego? Well, there are 
prime indoor napping spots as well. 
Couches are located downstairs in the 
University Center and students can fre­
quently be caught napping at all hours 
of the day. This area is typically quieter 
compared to upstairs in the UC. There 
are two couches in Aromas but only in 
desperate times should desperate mea­
sures be taken. I was not gifted with 
the ability to sleep anywhere, anytime, 
but some of you might be! 
Next time you aren't able to sleep 
nine hours during the night, catch a 
quick nap on campus choosing a suit­
able location based on your needs and 
the weather. 
The sorority Alpha Delta Pi and the 
fraternity Beta Theta Pi hosted their 
first annual kickball tournament this 
past Saturday to raise money for Alpha 
Delta Pi's national philanthropy, the 
Ronald McDonald house. 
"Ronald McDonald house is a house 
where families who have children with 
serious illnesses can go if they can't 
afford hotels while their kids are in the 
hospital, so they can still be close to 
their children," Chase Tushaus, philan­
thropy chair of Beta Theta Pi, said. 
Alpha Delta Pi also considered soft-
ball as the focus of their new annual 
event, but ultimately decided upon 
kickball. 
"After looking at the money that 
LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA 
Sophomore James Gill, junior Melissa Bleak, senior Lambert De Ganay and junior Eric 
Roberson (left to right) at the ADPi/Beta kickball fundraiser (top). Junior Amanda Wa-
genbach catches the ball mid-air (bottom left). Junior Megan Klarich and sophomore 
Melanie Lucas-Conwell participate in the kickball tournament (bottom right) 
other Greek organizations have raised 
through sporting events, we wanted 
to do something similar," junior Sam 
Levine said. "Kickball is easy for ev­
eryone to learn and you don't have to be 
an all-star at it to win." 
The tournament was held at Man­
chester field and featured DJ Jason 
Wright, food and beverage sales and 
a raffle. The raffle's grand prizes were 
free tickets to Alpha Phi's upcoming 
Red Dress Gala and Alpha Delta Pi's 
upcoming poker tournament. Both 
events raise money for the sororities' 
national philanthropies. 
The event received support from out­
side sponsors including the USD Bakery 
which donated free smoothie coupons 
to be given away at the raffle. 
The eight participating teams, seven 
representing Greek organizations and 
one from the men's crew team, had a 
chance to live out elementary school 
memories in team uniforms of their 
choice. 
"Each team tried to generally match," 
Tushaus said. "The crew team's theme 
was who can dress the most ridiculous. 
There were a lot of short shorts and very 
high socks." 
The semifinals featured a battle be­
tween the men's crew team and a team 
from Beta Theta Pi, as well as both 
female teams from Alpha Deta Pi. Beta 
Theta Pi was victorious in the end, win­
ning the tournament and the grand prize 
of gold medals to represent the Olympic 
spirit. 
"We raised over $200, and for the 
first year I think that's fantastic," Levine 
said. "It went really well especially 
since a lot of Greek organizations were 
having their retreats this weekend. It 
was a real success to see that everyone 
had fun. It was a great experience." 
. a Ie^ success to see tlial eVl 
rience 
It's not just Right and Left anymore at US 
Student run College Libertarian group starts on campus 
DAN ELKIN the philosophy include certain members favor of keeping church and £  L I  
STAFF WRITFR 
Are you tired of hearing the same 
philosophy from the Democratic and 
Republican parties? Maybe you find 
yourself agreeing with both sides on 
certain issues, but you don't know which 
one to turn to. If you're lost in a void of 
political uncertainty or just ready for an 
honest change, Libertarianism and the 
new USD College Libertarians group 
may be right for you. Following the 
fundamental beliefs of Libertarianism, 
the College Libertarians are dedicated 
to raising public awareness amongst the 
fiscally conservative and socially liberal 
students of the San Diego area. 
Libertarianism is a political philoso­
phy that emphasizes individuals' rights 
and limited government. It has been 
around since the founding of the United 
States and has drawn considerable atten­
tion since its beginnings. Proponents of 
of the founding fathers, Ayn Rand, Ron 
Paul and Milton Friedman. 
There are two fundamental beliefs of 
libertarianism: individual's right to live 
their lives however they choose as long 
as they respect the equal rights of others 
and the belief in giving government only 
a limited role. These two qualities are 
fleeting in the age of intrusive federal 
government. 
Another important aspect of Liber­
tarianism is the focus on fiscal conser­
vatism. In contrast to the current spend­
ing in Washington from both major 
political parties, Libertarianism stresses 
responsible spending. A Libertarian 
society would be free of hefty taxes, in­
surmountable debt and massive federal 
spending. 
Socially, Libertarianism stresses a 
more liberal stance, focusing on secur­
ing individual rights. Libertarians are 
opposed to aggressive wars, and are in 
govern­
ment seperate, as well as allowing indi­
viduals to do whatever they want with 
their own body. 
Similar to Ayn Rand's objectivism, 
libertarians believe all individuals are 
sovereign over their own lives and are 
against any initiation of force and co­
ercion. Libertarians and Objectivists 
can both agree that while government 
should be necessary to protect life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness, 
it is currently doing just the opposite. 
Government today is continually seek­
ing to infringe the rights of individual 
freedom for what it mistakenly believes 
as an increase in welfare and the illu­
sion of security. 
If you're tired of irresponsible gov­
ernment, fleeting rights and huge taxes, 
then be sure to check out the USD's 
College Libertarians Facebook page 
and keep an eye out for fliers announc­
ing future events. 
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Rel iving Black Tuesday reinvents faskion 
SAMANTHA SHOREY 
FASHION COI UMNIST 
The only reason I have ever really 
cared about money is to spend it. To 
speak philosophically, money intrinsi­
cally lacks any inherent value. For this 
reason, I do not have a savings account. 
I do, however, have a checking account 
that is often overdrawn. 
Now, I am not sharing this personal 
information because I am proud of my 
fiscal irresponsibility. But, after the last 
two weeks of our national economic 
crisis, it is important that we discuss the 
impact of our nation's current financial 
situation. Yet, I will leave stock talk to 
those who consider investments outside 
of the perfect little black dress. 
Despite the fact that speculation is to 
blame for the current economic situa­
tion, let us speculate on the trends that 
will be coming our way over the next 
few years as the economy rebounds. 
The last depression this large that 
was of similar magnitude resulted 
in women of the day turning to their 
sewing machines and putting reckless 
spending behind them. Nowadays, we 
can cope with this crisis like we cope 
with all other problems demanding our 
immediate attention, denial! 
Over the last three runway seasons, 
we have seen some serious sequins at 
Proenza Schouler and Erin Featherston. 
Looking like a million bucks will no 
longer be a euphemism when you shine 
like Liz Taylor's jewelry box. It has 
even been said that the super-sequined, 
ruby slippers were inspired by political 
satire urging for a gold standard for the _ 
American dollar during the Great De­
pression. 
It seems that looking like you're 
homeless may be less appealing when 
you're actually homeless. Classic glam­
our is having a comeback bigger than 
Britney Spears. Clean lines and sleek 
silhouettes that were prevalent in the 
1930s have been big this season. Knee-
length and high-waisted skirts also give 
a respectful nod to the era, and it's no 
surprise considering the economic simi­
larities. 
So even though I may one day be the 
lady who literally lives in a shoe, I hope 
that at least that shoe will be fashion­
able. 
With the stock market being as un­
predictable as it is lately, I'll take a note 
from financial consultant Carrie Brad-
shaw when she said "I like my money 
right where I can see it. Hanging in my 
closet." 
Comic: Midterm miseries 
SAMANTHA SHOREY/THE VISTA 
Sophomores Danny Velazquez (left) and Natalie Newman (right) model a few 
trends that USD will be seeing more of, including classy high waisted skirts. 
Yom Kippur is the defining holiday for Judaism 
MICHELLE DARNALL 
STAFF WRITFR 
Yom Kippur is the most important 
holiday of the Jewish year. Many Jews 
who are not devout followers throughout 
the rest of the year often honor this holy 
day. Yom Kippur is a Hebrew word that 
translated means "day of atonement." It 
is a day set aside to "afflict the soul" and 
atone for the sins of the past year. This 
holiday is meant only to atone for the 
sins between man and God rather than 
the sins between man and man. 
Yom Kippur is also called the "Sab­
bath of Sabbaths" and it culminates 
with the reflection of the 10 "Days of 
Awe" that begin with Rosh Hashanah, 
which is the Jewish new year, now 
counting at 5769. The holiday is so 
important to the Jewish people that the 
state of Israel almost completely shuts 
down during this holiday. Those who 
observe the holiday are not allowed to 
work on this day and are expected to 
refrain from eating and drinking. This 
fast lasts for approximately 24 hours 
and begins before sunset the day prior 
to Yom Kippur and continues through 
nightfall the day of Yom Kippur. Other 
additional behavioral restrictions in­
clude washing, bathing and anointing 
one's body as well as refraining from 
sexual relations. 
The majority of this holiday is spent 
in the synagogue. It is customary to 
wear white on this holy day, which sym­
bolizes purity and reminds the faithful 
of the promise that one's sins should be 
•made as white and pure as snow. How­
ever, the above mentioned restrictions 
may be lifted in light of extenuating cir­
cumstances such as a woman in labor or 
young children under the age of 13 who 
may not be able to act appropriately. 
While this is a religious holiday, some 
may associate the term Yom Kippur 
with a very different meaning; the Yom 
Kippur War of 1973. This year's obser­
vance marks the 35th anniversary of this 
war when the armies of Egypt and Syria 
launched a surprise attack on Israel in 
1973. Israel was caught off-guard, yet 
managed to not only repel the invad­
ing armies but also gain territory in the 
Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip and the 
Golan Heights. Regardless of the past, 
this year Yom Kippur was a celebration 
of religion and faith. 
Because the Jewish calendar is a 
lunar calendar, the holidays are not 
consistent and this year, the holiday oc­
curred on Oct. 9. According to Jewish 
practice, a holiday begins on the sunset 
of the previous day. Therefore, observ­
ing Jews celebrated on the sunset of 
Oct. 8 and continued fasting until the 
following night's sunset. The appropri­
ate greeting for Yom Kippur is "g'mar 
chatimah tovah," which means "May 
you be sealed for a good year in the 
Book of Life." 
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Graduate School Fair prepares students for the future 
ASHLEY MCLEAN/THE VISTA 
Senior Megan McCreary speaks with a law school representative at the Graduate 
School Fair hosted last Tuesday during dead hours. 
KATIE HERMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
As the school year quickly progresses, 
many students see their time here dwin­
dling and their futures beyond gradua­
tion looking uncertain at best. Luckily, 
the annual USD Graduate School Fair 
showed students the wide variety of op­
portunities in graduate school available 
to them post-graduation. 
This year's fair was held on Tuesday 
in UC Forums A and B. Kasey Kobs, 
a counselor in USD's Career Services 
organized the event and said, "The 
goal of the Graduate School Fair is to 
bring graduate programs and schools to 
campus so USD students can explore 
their options after they graduate." 
According to Career Services, about 
18 percent of USD students attend 
graduate school directly after college 
but this number varies depending on the 
state of the national economy. When the 
country's economic climate looks bleak, 
students typically take more interest in 
graduate school and Kobs believes this 
trend will continue with USD students 
if the economy continues in its reces­
sion. 
Over 75 institutions were repre­
sented at the fair and the graduate 
programs being promoted" included 
fields in business, international studies, 
engineering, psychology, education, 
health fields and law. Other specialty 
programs were present as well, such as 
The New School of Architecture and 
Design, SDSU American Language 
Institute, Peace Corps and CSU Long 
Beach Sport Management program. 
Public and private institutions were rep­
resented as well as schools in California 
and out of state. Students were able to 
roam around the different tables, collect 
information from the different schools 
and learn about the schools' admissions 
requirements and programs. 
Carlos Correa, a senior, said, "I came 
to see what schools were represented 
here. I'm thinking about going to grad 
school for business, but it's not set in 
stone. This is a helpful event because 
sometimes finding out about these 
programs is kind of hard, so it's good 
to meet people from the school face to 
face." 
The fair provided plenty of oppor­
tunities for students to talk directly to 
admissions representatives and to get 
information about what each school is 
looking for in its applicants. 
"We look through the whole applica­
tion to look for students that will fit in 
well at our school. We look for students 
that will enjoy their time and fit in with 
the rest of the student body," Colby 
Carter said, an admissions counselor 
at Chapman University School of Law. 
"We come to this event every year and 
it's a good way to get to talk to students 
who are interested in law and in the 
school in general." 
All the admissions representatives 
seemed to enjoy promoting their differ­
ent programs and engaging in conversa­
tions with prospective students. 
Despite the variety of different in­
stitutions at the fair, some students felt 
that there was not enough variety in the 
schools that were represented. "There's a 
bias towards business and law programs 
here," junior Ana Baddios said. "I'm 
looking for social science programs. 
I'm a sociology major and there aren't 
that many sociology graduate programs 
besides a few social work programs." 
Perhaps as the country's economy 
continues to change, the graduate 
school fair will change as well to better 
suit students' interests and post-gradu­
ation needs. But as of now, the gradu­
ate school fair was an effective way for 
students to get a feel for what graduate 
programs are possible options for after 
graduation. 
C . P .  H A G G A R D  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O G Y  
Troy Murphy, M.A.C.E. '02 
Guest Chaplain, Green Bay Packers; 
Founder, Launch137, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
0 
LESSON LEARNED: Don't try to define God or yourself. 
MY STORY: You don't usually think of a bar as a ministry setting. But then, I had this 
conversation one day and God opened doors. 
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Try to picture a room full of 2.2 mil 
lion people crammed in like sardines 
Pretty hard to stretch the imagination 
that far, right? Unfortunately, you don' 
have to use up your creative juices to 
create this scenario. This is the total 
number of people behind bars in what 
many critics have began to call the "in 
carcernation. 
This must means that our streets are 
safe then, right? Wrong. America stil 
has extremely high crime rates. Accord­
ing to the FBI's crime clock, one violent 
crime occurs every 19 seconds. Now 
you must be asking, if there are so many 
criminals" locked up behind bars, then 
why does the crime rate continue to 
rise? The answer is not simple. 
This year I am taking Corrections 
an upper division sociology class which 
ooks at the criminal justice system 
Throughout the course we have re­
viewed many reasons as to why the 
increase in inmates has not led to a de 
crease in crime. One of the most obvi­
ous reasons is. because our correctiona 
system is quite simply a misnomer. For 
the most part, prisons and jails offer 
ittle to no rehabilitation for our strug 
gling members of society. For example, 
22 percent of national inmates are in 
carcerated due to drug related offenses. 
Many of them suffer from serious drug 
addiction, yet little is done to address 
this problem. Instead, the drug addicts 
are merely punished in their deteriorat­
ing, box-sized cells. 
So what should be done? There's not 
one solution to the problem. It requires 
a multi-faceted approach that empha 
sizes rehabilitation over punishment. 
However, decriminalization of drugs is 
a start. Instead of treating nonviolent, 
drug-related problems as a criminal 
offense, they should be tackled using a 
medical approach. This would free up 
a quarter of the country 's overcrowded 
jails. The money spent to house these 
inmates could be used to set up drug 
treatment, job training and family coun 
seling programs to prepare addicts to 
make positive contributions when they 
reenter society. This is a much better 
option than releasing angry convicts 
who lack education, resources and mo­
tivation to make changes in their lives 
Unless something is done, inmates 
will continue to live out their vicious 
cycle of crime and punishment. 
AIG finds luxurious ways to use bailout money 
RYAN PLOURDE 
STAFF WRITFR 
$85,000,000,000. Take a second 
to look at all those zeros. This is the 
amount of money that was loaned to 
the American Insurance Group, better 
known as AIG, on Sept. 17. 
Now this was not just some "nice 
gesture" from the American tax payers; 
this was a bailout, approved by the U.S. 
government, to save AIG from going 
bankrupt and further damaging the 
American economy. So with this $85 
billion loan, a loan completely sepa­
rate from the $700 billion bailout of 
U.S. banks also recently approved by 
the government, AIG cautiously spent 
and revamped their business without 
carelessly wasting any money, right? 
Actually, wrong. It was uncovered last 
week that AIG spent a report $442,000 
on a retreat for the firm's top insurance 
agents. 
Now this was no ordinary "go on a 
team building camping trip to improve 
business relations" type of trip. AIG 
paid for its top performers from all 
around the country to fly out to the St. 
Regis Resort in Monarch Beach, Calif. 
This retreat seems suspiciously simi­
lar to a luxury get-a-way, a slap in the. 
face of the American people who paid 
$85 billion to save the plummeting 
company. On this trip AIG reportedly 
spent $150,000 on food, $23,000 on spa 
charges and $7,000 on golf; quite the 
responsible spenders. 
But after being publicly bashed last 
Thursday by Sen. Max Baucus, chair­
man of the Senate's Finance Committee, 
AIG must have realized their wrongdo­
ing and decided not to waste anymore 
money on such luxurious affairs, right? 
Still wrong. AIG officials reported they 
still plan on holding a three day event 
at the Ritz-Carlton Resort in Half Moon 
Bay, Calif, next week. Yes, AIG plans 
on spending even more money to send 
50 of their employees on this "essential 
trip." 
Now might also be an important time 
to note that AIG was recently approved 
for another $38,000,000,000 loan from 
the American people since obviously 
their initial loan was not enough. Please 
feel free to take another second to count 
up all those zeros. 
At least AIG is the only company 
who is senselessly spending money on 
luxury trips for their top earners, right? 
Once again, wrong. It was also found last 
week that Wachovia Corp., a struggling 
PETER CH0/THE VISTA 
bank who was one of the beneficiaries 
of the recent $700 billion bailout plan, 
sent 75 of their top brokers, as well as 
spouses and significant others, on an all 
expenses paid cruise to the Greek Isles 
last Saturday. That's right. Another sup­
posedly struggling company is spend­
ing money to spoil their top employees. 
Like it or not, America is currently in 
one of the worst recessions in history 
and everyone is being affected by it. 
The bailout money that has been ap­
proved by the government and given to 
these corporations is not a gift from the 
American people to be spent however 
CEOs and board members want it to be 
spent. This money is there to help the 
country out of a hard time. 
It is the company's responsibility to 
spend this money wisely. This means 
luxury trips and pointless vacations can 
no longer be tolerated. These compa­
nies must be held accountable for their 
actions and something must be done to 
ensure that no more wrong decisions are 
made. 
Welcome to Scott's Ponderdome 
SCOTT NOVAK 
STAFF WRITER 
This week's ponderment came to 
me unexpectedly as watching "Bill and 
Ted's Excellent Adventure," which is 
Keanu Reeves' last good movie except 
"Hardball," of course. Seeing Mr. Logan 
and Mr. Preston, track down and kidnap 
prominent figures of the past made me 
ponder: "If I had the means, who would 
I bring back from the ether to share just 
a little more time with us here on earth?" 
The beard stroking began in earnest. 
I asked around campus for suggestions 
and most of the responses were expected. 
Dead rock stars were the favorite with 
Cobain, Hendrix, Lennon, and Morrison 
leading the pack. Other picks included 
Marilyn Monroe, John F. Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and one brave 
soul even suggesting Sir Isaac Newton. 
While I agree that these people were of 
great importance and had a huge impact 
on society, I couldn't help but think 
that their respective returns would be 
more trouble than they're worth. Would 
anyone really want John Lennon to once 
again be subjected to the manipulative, 
overbearing whims of that tyrannical 
jackal, Yoko Ono? Hasn't she caused 
enough trouble for a lifetime? 
And say we bring Jimi Hendrix back. 
I don't see him making it past the first 
after-show party for the sole fact that 
drugs are a lot more potent than they 
were in the 70s. I can just see him 
partying it up in his usual style when a 
grim realization sets in. He mumbles 
something like "Shoot, not again," as 
he overdoses. Martin Luther King Jr. 
would most likely have a heart attack 
if he were to catch even a few min­
utes of BET in its booty-shakin' glory. 
And the mere sight of Courtney Love 
would probably be enough to drive Kurt 
Cobain to the same qruesome end long 
before Dave Grohl and Krist Novoselic 
are rounded up to record another Nir­
vana album. 
Now, I'm not saying these people 
didn't do great things or don't deserve 
another shot at life, but I was finally able 
to settle on a person who I believe would 
continue to have a positive impact and 
is truly deserving of a second chance. 
This man was a hilarious comedian and 
an inspiring actor. He endured many 
painful challenges, but he used these 
experiences to bring life to his comedy 
and have us rolling on the floor with 
laughter. This man told it like it was, 
put family and friends before all else 
and did it all with an endearing sense of 
humor. He was a wonderful man whose 
accolades include such classics as "How 
to Be a Player" "Charlie's Angels: Full 
Throttle," and "Bad Santa." This man 
is Bernard Jeffrey McCullough, better 
known as Bernie Mac. 
The Mac quietly succumbed to pneu­
monia earlier this year at the tender age 
of 50. Granted, pneumonia is not near 
as glamorous or attention grabbing as a 
suicide, drug overdose or assassination, 
but I feel that Bernie's death went large­
ly without notice, and that is a shame. 
"The Bernie Mac Show" taught so many 
life lessons and was revolutionary in 
the fact that he addressed the audience 
by actually speaking to us mid-sitcom. 
And who can forget him as Officer Self 
Hatred in "Don't Be a Menace to South 
Central While Drinking Your Juice in 
the Hood"? I mean, the man was one of 
the original kings of comedy! 
I firmly believe this man's death was 
a monumental tragedy and had to be a 
result of medical error. I mean, who dies 
from pneumonia anymore? What is this, 
the 1800s? Magic Johnson's still alive, 
for Christ's sake! I think that all military 
funds currently being used to develop 
EEG technology or synthetic telepathy, 
should instead be used to research reani-
mation technology that would bring this 
great man back to us. To quote Mark 
Morrison, it will be the "Return of the 
[Mac]" and it will be glorious. 
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Politics of voting for the apathetic intellectual 
PAUL GARCIA 
STAFF WRITFR 
Youth are generally accused of being 
apathetic and therefore not politically 
viable. However, political apathy is not 
constrained to only one demographic. 
The Committee for the Study of the 
American Electorate reported that more 
than 122 million people voted in the 
2004 election. In 2004, over 60 per­
cent of the electorate, meaning eligible 
voters, turned out, the highest percent­
age since 1968. Still, tens of millions of 
voters do not show up to the polls even 
in the biggest election. 
The conscious objectors, pessimists 
and apathetic people have legitimate 
questions during election time: Does 
the politician care about my concerns? 
Are we really democratic? Does my 
vote even matter? 
My response might surprise you. The 
answer to those questions is often "no," 
when it comes to federal elections. Why 
would I, someone who studies and 
covers politics, make such a claim? 
Yale political science professor 
Robert Dahl can help explain. Dahl's 
book, "How Democratic is the Ameri­
can Constitution?" challenges our 
"sacred text." For those who thought 
this country was the model of democ­
racy in action, there are some facts you 
should know. 
First, the United States is a demo­
cratic republic, not a true democracy. 
This means that we elect officials to 
represent us. 
Second, there is unequal represen­
tation in the Senate. The Connecticut 
Compromise of 1778 created bicameral 
legislation in each state; meaning, re­
gardless of how many people live in a 
state, each has two Senators. Dahl ex­
plains this is an intentional "barrier to 
majority rule at the national level." 
If you move from California, popu­
lation 36.5 million, to Nevada, popula­
tion 2.5 million, your vote for Senate is 
worth nearly 18 times more. If you move 
from California to Alaska, population 
680,000, your vote is worth nearly 54 
times more. This could be disconcerting 
to residents of large states. Dahl con­
cludes, "the inequality in representation 
it reveals is a profound violation of the 
democratic idea of political equality 
among all citizens." 
Third, there is unequal representation 
in the Electoral College. Dahl explains, 
"the vote of a Wyoming resident...is 
worth almost four times the vote of a 
California resident in the Electoral Col­
lege." In Wyoming there is roughly 
one electoral vote for every 170,000 
residents. Conversely, if you live in 
California there is one electoral vote for 
every 628,000 residents. 
The Electoral College indisputably 
promotes inequality of representation 
in the national election. People from the 
10 smallest states in the U.S. have two 
to three times as much say in choosing 
electors as they would if state electors 
were strictly in proportion to the popu­
lation. 
Fourth, representative inequality 
and the Electoral College systemically 
impact the resources and attention given 
to each state. Resource discrepancy can 
be seen in federal fund expenditures 
per capita. After the last presidential 
election, CNN reported federal expen­
ditures in Alaska equated to $12,885 of 
federal funding per capita. Conversely 
California receives $6,474 of federal 
funding per capita. 
The attention given to each state can 
be seen during the current presidential 
race where money spent on advertising 
and visits are predicated by how com­
petitive a state is. 
Realclearpolitics.com shows Obama 
clearly ahead in California 53 to 38. In 
California, Democrats have spent $5.5 
million and Republicans $1.7 million 
on advertising. Obama or Biden have 
visited California eight times, McCain 
or Palin have visited four. 
Conversely, Ohio is within the 
margin of error in the polls, meaning 
the state is statistically split between the 
two candidates. Democrats have spent 
$19 million and Republicans $12.5 
million in Ohio. Obama or Biden have 
visited Ohio 14 times, McCain or Palin 
19 times. 
Finally, the Electoral College makes 
large states that have overwhelming 
support towards one party marginalize 
the opposition party. In 2004, 5.5 mil­
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lion Republicans from California voted 
for George W. Bush. However they 
did not receive one of the 55 electoral 
votes. Conversely, nearly three million 
people voted for John Kerry in Texas, 
however they did not receive any of the 
states 34 electoral votes. Their votes, 
quite frankly mean less. 
The critical apathetic and conscious 
dissident are right, there are flaws em­
bedded within the system. However, 
Plato cautioned these cunning non-
voters some 2,400 years ago: "Those 
who are too smart to engage in politics 
are punished by being governed by those 
who are dumber." If that is the case, we 
should be relieved that the flaws in our 
federal elections are not prevalent in 
local elections. Locally, representatives 
are often determined by hundreds of 
votes, not millions, and every vote can 
be consequential. 
Steubenville conference requires pain for religious revelations 
CYNTHIA DUNCAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
The 2006 documentary "Jesus Camp" 
opened with the line, "There's some 
new brand of religion out there." At an 
evangelical Christian retreat in North 
Dakota led by pastor Becky Fischer, 
children as young as six were shown 
crying hysterically, screaming, speaking 
in tongues and having other reactions to 
the revivalist speeches like shaking or 
jerking uncontrollably. Fischer's -calm 
reaction while watching was juxtaposed 
horridly to the children's complete loss 
of control. 
People often view the extreme Chris­
tian right as the only brand of religion 
that defends such practices, but recently 
Catholicism has experienced some 
radicalism slipping into the lives of its 
youth. 
Over the last 30 years, a Catholic 
college called Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, Ohio has developed 15 
youth conferences across the country, 
including in San Diego, which bring 
together roughly 40,000 high school 
students every summer. This past 
summer San Diego State housed over 
4,000 participants. Similar to Fischer's 
camp, participants leave with stories of 
teenagers experiencing various invol­
untary physical responses like fainting, 
screaming, wailing, speaking in tongues, 
shaking and laughing manically during 
an event called Eucharistic adoration. 
Eucharistic adoration is typically a quiet 
experience spent in the presence of the 
Eucharist, which is held in the center 
of a gold cross-like container, the mon­
strance, for public prayer. However, at 
Steubenville's conferences, which are 
focused on mostly Christian rock bands 
and lectures, this event is generally seen 
by participants as the "climax" since 
many enter a communal catharsis in 
which the reactions can be extreme. First 
time attendees are usually taken aback 
by the intensity of the experience. 
The priest walks through every aisle 
in the Cox Arena, so that all 4,000 teens 
can be close to the Eucharist, which 
takes over two and a half hours. USD 
freshman Leigh Sherwood attended the 
conference in 2004 and 2005. Sher­
wood explains, "It's like nothing you 
ever experience. You fall into it." She 
says many retreats she has attended 
were emotional, but this was different 
because they got right to it. Sherwood 
did cry during the adoration, but re­
calls "I don't know why I was crying, 
I still don't." After over two and a half 
hours in the Cox Arena watching teens 
who "had no control over themselves," 
including a girl lying on the ground 
shuttering with sobs while three adults 
prayed over her, the youth groups went 
outside to talk about the experience. 
Sherwood's group was told that those 
reactions were "because of all the pain 
inside them." She says quietly "I didn't 
understand, I had no clue what I was 
getting into." Sherwood recalls matter-
of-factly, "They told us we'd feel better 
in the morning. I didn't feel better. I had 
puffy eyes and was depressed." 
Though Sherwood says the intensity 
of the experience "made going back to 
everyday life hard," she attended the 
next year for the same reason many do, 
her youth group was going again. She 
recounts stories about some kids around 
her who "freaked out" including a girl 
laughing for hours straight and a boy 
and girl screaming and crying uncon­
trollably who had to be taken outside 
by adults; "People had to carry them 
out. The reactions alarmed her like the 
first year, but she says in addition, "It 
made me mad, I don't know why. That 
wasn't what I was supposed to be feel­
ing, but I was furious. I kept thinking, 
just stop." 
Sherwood notes that a main prob­
lem she had with Steubenville was the 
"philosophy there that to go through a 
great revelation you need to experience 
something horrible, something painful." 
She added, "It's not something I talk 
about." Unfortunately, this is the way 
the conference gets away with minors 
having reactions that could be catego­
rized as brainwashing or abuse. Scared 
teens think that they are alone in ques­
tioning Steubenville's practices. Many 
of their friends fall head-over-heels into 
it, which makes it a sensitive thing to 
question. The minority who had violent 
reactions leave and speak loudly about 
how it changed their lives, while the ma­
jority suffers in fear and silence. This is 
a movement in the Catholic Church that 
is worth standing up against. However, 
it is going to take awareness of people 
in San Diego and their parishes to keep 
these practices from being implemented 
elsewhere. 
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Making a smooth transition Overcrowded parking woes 
MOSES UTOMI 
STAFF WRITFR 
For many transfer students, their first 
semester at USD is their first time away 
from home. Some students are in a new 
state where they do not know a soul. 
All of us, including me, are in a special 
situation where we are not quite fresh­
men in our "newness," but don't have 
the same college experience of the other 
students in our class. In the profound 
and poignant words of Britney Spears, 
"I'm not a girl, not yet a woman." It's 
sort of like that. 
Transferring from one school to 
another can seem like a precarious 
situation, especially for students from 
a different state. In a new environment 
full of unfamiliar faces, it is easy to feel 
overwhelmed and even alienated. These 
are problems that any transfer student 
faces, but being a USD transfer is a 
unique experience. 
Academically, the transition is not 
that bad. The professors are cooperative 
and understanding and there are plenty 
of facilities on campus where one can 
go for help. The most pressing problem 
may be the added amount of distrac­
tions from the busy campus life and the 
countless other activities in San Diego. 
Socially, the transition can be rough. 
Once everyone is moved in, one easily 
finds that other students already have 
their friends and routines. They already 
know the campus and all the cool hang­
out spots. Despite how accommodating 
most students are, it can be an intimi­
dating endeavor to break into a circle of 
friends. 
To be fair, the school makes a valiant 
effort to help ease the transition. The 
Torero Days activities are a great way 
to meet new people and get acquainted 
with everything the school has to offer. 
The variety of events helps ensure that 
nearly everyone will be able to take part 
in something they are interested in. 
The clubs on campus are definitely 
a lifesaver. Once school starts, meeting 
new people can be difficult. There isn't 
as much free time to randomly make ac­
quaintances and one may end up with a 
bunch of classes in which the possibility 
of socializing isn't feasible. 
Despite the expected difficulty, the 
transition provides an opportunity to 
start with a clean slate. This is a chance 
to break any bad habits, shed any det­
rimental friendships or develop an en­
tirely new reputation. 
For a transfer, this opportunity is a 
waste, though, if one isn't open to what 
college has to offer. As stated above, we 
transfers aren't quite freshmen. We have 
a general idea of what to expect and it's 
possible that previous impressions can 
cause us to be a little close-minded. So 
let this be a message to all transfers: be 
open to new interests, be open to new 
people and be open to new ideas. 
DIANA REIGLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Late for class again and there is not 
a parking spot in sight. Sound famil­
iar? USD may be a growing campus in 
terms of students and new buildings, 
but regarding parking, you're lucky 
to find one in the Missions structure. 
Parking Services often suggest parking 
in the West lot or other overflow areas, 
but even these locations have limited 
space. 
I continually hear about students 
who don't go to class and end up leav­
ing campus because they can't find a 
place to park. Being an offender myself, 
sometimes I come up with a creative 
excuse for missing class, but I'd rather 
be honest and say to my professor, "I'm 
sorry about missing the last class. I 
couldn't find parking!" 
Here is my solution to the parking 
problem: nix the tram service and hire 
KIVA HERMAN/THE VISTA 
students to valet cars. So maybe this 
solution would support the acronym for 
USD (University of Spoiled Daughters), 
but regardless, it is a good idea. 
Think of the benefits. Students 
would be able to work flexible hours, 
earn money and possibly tips. The cars 
would still be parked in areas like the 
West lot, but students would no longer 
have to stress about parking spaces or 
have to rely on the tram, which is hardly 
ever on schedule. I'm sure professors 
wouldn't mind; they complain too. This 
solution would also benefit the campus 
as a way to "go green" since a valet 
service would eliminate the copious 
gallons of gas students use to cruise 
campus for a place to park. 
At school Parking Services, either 
come up with a better solution for park­
ing or add more parking! We'll all get to 
class on time, and will no longer have 
to use the excuse, "Sorry, there was no 
parking!" 




Take a little bit of religion, one part 
ridiculous and then add a cynic's skew­
ering view and you have the recipe 
for comic Bill Maher's "Religulous," 
a movie that many in the traditional 
religious community see as an attack 
on their most cherished beliefs. But 
it's more than that. Maher is selling 
doubt. He is playing Socrates to an 
internationally assorted "faith over 
facts" crowd that isn't merely fodder 
for satire, he claims it is dangerous. 
I'm writing this for two reasons. 
The first is that the review written in 
last week's edition of The Vista, titled 
"Bill Maher is Reiigu-almost," just 
didn't cut it. I was appalled that the 
author would consider Maher to be a 
journalist. "Religulous" is a comedy. 
Maher is not just a blind cynic swing­
ing into the night; rather, he interviews 
members of multiple religious zealot­
ries who claim to have a monopoly on 
truth. I mean, how couldn't this be a 
comedy? 
The other reason for this piece, 
however, is more along the lines of the 
film's title, "Religulous." Organized 
religion, as Maher says in a later inter­
view, is the "last untapped gold mine 
of taboo subjects." And as educated 
Americans who often boast of our ap­
titude to reason and raise questions, a 
film like "Religulous" is long overdue. 
In the flick Maher makes a keen dis­
tinction between religion and having 
faith. "Religion is the bureaucracy," 
he says, an institution obsessed with 
preserving its Bronze Age legitimacy. 
When Maher is interviewing "Jesus," 
or the Nazarene-looking hippie at the 
amusement park in Orlando who was 
reenacting him, it became strikingly 
clear how overtly humanized "the 
story" has become. To churn a hefty 
profit from a literalist band of believ­
ers? Perhaps, but Maher is having a 
laugh at the anthropocentric absurdities 
he refers to as "filling in the blanks." 
Or take Jose Luis De Jesus Miranda, 
the leader of Creciendo en Gracia, who 
has convinced his following that he 
is the second coming of Christ. Ac­
cording to Maher, this is a man who 
proves just how easy it can be to start 
a religion. With a twinkle in his e.ye, 
Miranda claims that his Puerto Rico 
roots connect him with one of the lost 
tribes of Israel. He goes on to profess 
that he is not only a descendant from 
Jesus Christ but the reincarnation as 
well. How couldn't Maher question 
this claim? I mean, DNA testing has 
proven that Puerto Ricans are not a Se­
mitic people and, therefore, cannot be 
a lost tribe of Israel. That is, of course, 
if you believe in DNA testing. 
So yes, "Religulous" lives up to its 
title, but it's about time that someone 
had the audacity to make a movie that 
promotes this kind of doubt regarding 
organized religion. Remember, the 
oligarchs of ancient Athens sentenced 
Socrates to death for his inquisitive 
art of questioning, and surely some 
would like the same for Maher. But 
this is America. And a healthy dose of 
Bill Maher cynicism directed at such 
events as putting saddles on dinosaurs 
at the evangelical creationist museum 
is more than fair game. 
So is Maher an atheist? "Atheism," 
he says, "mirrors the certitude ... of 
religion." This documentary, he says 
is about selling the "I don't know" 
clause. His concern is that humanity 
has become so convinced by religion 
that it has become detrimental to solv­
ing such calamities as war and global 
warming. Only by shedding this ar­
chaic frippery of artificial certitude, 
Maher says, can we rationally evolve 
our way out of humanity's most pro­
fane misfortunes. 
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People define their lives using piv­
otal moments like being able to drive, 
moving away from home or landing a 
top job, but I define mine by the various 
phases of my curly hair. 
In my muddy, grass-stained child­
hood, the ringlets were irrelevant by­
standers permanently swept into a pony-
tail to allow as much running, climbing 
and general outdoor shenanigans as 
possible. They provided me with a 
nickname, Goldilocks, and served as a 
common conversation piece, but I was 
too busy being a fort-building tomboy 
to care. -However, as soon as I stepped 
into the "Mean Girls" world of junior 
high, those innocent spirals became 
the frizzy bane of my existence. Each 
morning I would struggle in vain to 
tame the unruly curls as they bounced 
back in wicked revolt. Life in middle 
school seemed to revolve around having 
the right look, friends and boyfriend. I 
had trendy clothes, cool friends and 
even the cute boyfriend. But the world 
Mot so Cookie Cutter 
Students share unique traits that separate them from the crowd 
We can all relate to the difficulty as­
sociated with assimilating into a new 
environment with unfamiliar people. It 
can almost seem like the established "in-
groups" can easily target those who are 
without similar social support. Being an 
outsider can feel unnerving at best and 
downright demoralizing at its worst. 
For a newcomer, one's appearance 
can have the greatest impact on a smooth 
transition from social awkwardness 
to personal confidence. In this week's 
feature piece, "Not So Cookie Cutter" 
focuses on several students who have 
embraced their individuality and used it 
to define their personality. 
might as well have ended then and there 
because alas, I didn't have the right 
(straight) hair. 
By the time I reached high school, I 
was ready to take fierce action against 
my unconquerable curls. When I turned 
17, I got the Japanese straightening 
treatment. Six hours, $400 and a mil­
lion chemicals later, my hair was as flat 
and as smooth as everybody else's. It 
felt like all my soft and silky dreams 
had come true. People told me I looked 
older and more sophisticated, I even got 
a few Britney references. At last I was 
able to buy the clothes and jackets that I 
had for some reason deemed for straight 
hair only. 
But to my surprise, straight hair 
didn't solve everything. For one thing, I 
often went unrecognized. Double-takes 
were common and people I had known 
for years didn't notice me. Even worse, 
friends said I was quieter, that I'd lost 
my spunk. It was as if flattening my hair 
flattened my personality. Wild curls had 
given me the freedom, the excuse, to be 
outgoing. My lively hair had matched 
my bubbly personality and destroying 
the curls destroyed my spirit. 
I had been afraid to stand out, weary 
of the inevitable spotlight that tends to 
shine on curly hair. And if growing up 
in the Midwest meant a spotlight on my 
waves, then life in Southern California 
now means a blinding beacon. In this 
SoCal world that worships straightened 
strands, having curly hair makes you 
the ultimate black sheep, more specifi­
cally, a frizzy black sheep. But here's 
the thing: I love being the black sheep. 
After 10 years of tugging, twisting, 
straightening, screaming and crying, 
I have at last entered a self-accepting 
stage where I embrace the curls as my 
defining characteristic: unique, interest­
ing and a little bit crazy. My one-of-
a-kind hair makes me a one-of-a-kind 
person, and my unruly curls have finally 
transformed into the golden locks of 
fairytale princesses, or at least, I like to 
think so. 
to being tall, as long as I embraced it. 
Now I've found the upside of being 
tall. I'm the only one who can reach the 
bowls in the high cabinets or stand in 
the deep end of the pool. I don't need a 
chair to change a light bulb or to hang 
a picture. More than that, though, I no 
longer notice my height compared to 
others. I'm me, and I wouldn't trade a 
single inch. 
F I N D I N G  T H E  
U P S I D E  
AMANDA WAGENBACH 
RIIFST WRITFR 
"Hey, how tall are you?" This is a 
question that has become common to 
me, even though the answer has changed 
over the years. When I was younger, I 
loved being taller than most kids my 
age. I was able to go on roller coasters 
and waterslides earlier than all of my 
friends. There was nothing that would 
excite me more than standing up against 
the wall in the kitchen and having my 
mom make a little tick mark to show 
how much I'd grown. Having people 
talk about my height was a wonderful 
compliment because I was set on being 
5 feet 10 inches tall. 
Entering high school, though, I was 
6 feet tall, two inches taller than I ever 
imagined being. Suddenly those two 
extra inches were two too many. I hated 
how I towered over the rest of my fresh­
man classmates and was known as "the 
tall girl." It began to bother me that 
people would constantly comment on 
my height. I knew they thought it was a 
compliment, but what they didn't know 
is how badly I wanted to be like them. 
Being the tallest girl at school became a 
title I would have gladly traded with a 
couple of my extra inches. 
When I made my high school volley­
ball team as a middle blocker I found 
something I excelled at because I was 
tall. My height gave me that needed 
advantage in hitting and blocking over 
my opponent. My involvement in vol­
leyball and other sports made me see 
height as a coveted commodity. As 
high school came to a close, I began to 
realize there were plenty of advantages 







I've always been known as the "little 
girl" or the "short one" ever since I was 
in preschool. Despite the traumatic 
childhood of being teased and picked 
last for PE basketball, I had a pretty 
decent life, My parents saved money 
by only having to pay for child-priced 
tickets when we went to Disneyland, 
the zoo, or the movies. 
Life was pretty great being short up 
until my senior year in high school. 
When everyone thought that I was this 
little 12 year old wandering around 
campus (ok maybe not a 12 year old but 
still, you know what I mean). Being 
short can sometimes be hard. For ex­
ample, I was denied an experience on 
the wonderful water ride known as Per­
ilous Plunge at Knott's Berry Farm; after 
waiting two whole gruesome hours, the 
kind park attendant informed me that 
although I met the height requirement, I 
was just too small. The event happened 
years ago, just about four or five, but 
still haunts my memory. Nonetheless, 
I've "grown" to love this little ole' body 
of mine. Perhaps I may never be a top 
model like Tyra Banks, an all-star like 
Misty May or even hit 5 feet for that 
matter, I may always be "vertically 
challenged," "compact" and the notori­
ous "shortie," but you know what they 






armed with a JanSport, a comb-over and 
worst of all, braces! I was self-conscious 
about my braces but I found comfort in 
my peers who seemed to have shared a 
similar path. To my surprise everyone 
had these devices on their teeth. How­
ever, in college, this was not the case. 
The first day of my third year here at 
USD, I returned from summer with a 
shiny new set of braces to realign my 
teeth. I realized I was the focus of atten­
tion because I have what my friends call 
a "grill." I felt like people looked at me 
as if I was a little kid; like the seventh-
grader who got into college. 
It has been four months with this set 
on, but honestly they are not that bad. 
As the saying goes, "No pain, no gain." 
Only a person who has or has had braces 
knows they can be painful, but the end 
result will be worth it. I remember how 
nice my teeth felt when I got them off 
the first time. They were so straight 
and perfect. But like many teenagers, I 
never wore my retainers and thus had to 
get them for a second time. 
The gravity of having braces as an 
adult is felt the most when food gets 
caught in them. This is gross and only 
becomes compounded when no one 
tells me. As embarrassing as it is, when 
I look back on times like these, I have 
to laugh and remember not to take life 
too seriously. 
The orthodontist says I only have a 
few more weeks left, but as anyone who 
has had braces knows, in the dentist 
world this probably means another six 
months. For now I am happy with my 
braces. I have even found fun things to 
do with my grill such as finding new 
ways to open carbonated beverages, 
filing my nails and currently I'm work­
ing on opening a can. All of these are 
sure to make me the life of the party! 
On the first day of high school, I stood 





I have two tattoos that compliment to 
each other on the inside of my wrists. On 
the left side is a solid colored heart with 
an outline of a bass clef symbol inside 
it. On my right wrist is the same tattoo, 
only with a treble clef. The meaning of 
these tattoos may seem obvious, they 
represent my love for music. In actuality 
they say so much more than that. Music 
is my biggest passion. It shapes the 
way I live my life, the friendships and 
relationships I have and everything I do 
on a daily basis. Whether it's writing 
music, playing music, going to shows 
or working in the music industry, it will 
always be a major part of my life. 
I feel that music has a way of ex­
pressing emotions that can't be verbal­
ized. It's amazing to me how one song 
or one person can connect with so many 
people through such a simple medium. 
No other forum has ever been able to 
bring so many different people together 
for a common cause. For me, tattoos, as 
with any other form of art, are the same 
way. They express our emotions, be­
liefs or thoughts in a way that we never 
could. 
The people who tend to disapprove 
of my tattoos fail to realize what they 
represent to me and indeed, their sig­
nificance to any other person who has 
a tattoo. It is true, some people get bad 
tattoos that they later regret. However, 
it is important to draw a distinction 
between people who care about the tat­
toos that they get and the people who 
have tattoos for no apparent reason. 
Obviously I thought about the long term 
commitment that was involved before I 
got my tattoos and weighed the positive 
and negative aspects of having them. I 
do realize that they will be on my body 
forever, and I'm okay with that. 
Tattoos redefine the concept of beauty 
and allow people to express themselves 
in a creative and personal way. I think 
Dave Navarro put it best when he said, 
"My skin is my canvas. The artwork 
on it represents something that is very 
powerful and meaningful in my life. I 
look at my skin as something of a living 
diary because all my tattoos represent a 
time in my life. And I never wish to shut 
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Just Listed! 734 Avalon Court  
5 bedrooms 4 bathrooms - 4,000 sq ft - South Mission Beach - $1,875,000 
Gorgeous architectural masterpiece remembered as one time San Diego Home and Garden's 
front page featured home! Looking for the quality and care of a luxury home atop Mount 
Soledad and can't find it a stones throw from the boardwalk, sandy beach and Pacific Ocean? 
Here it is! Nearly 4000 sq ft of open wood beam ceilings, skylights, hand crafted wood 
staircase, master retreat with sweeping surf views, helper unit in back and over $100K in 
income. You may never see a home like this again! 
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A & C FDITOR 
So M .1 .A., of "Paper Planes" fame, is 
officially pregnant. If the pictures of her 
baby bump are not believable enough 
for you, maybe her Pitchfork Media 
video interview, posted yesterday on 
pitchforkmedia.com, will be. 
First things first: who's the daddy? 
That would be her fiance, Ben Brewer, 
lead singer of The Exit. According to 
M.I.A., she got engaged before she got 
pregnant, a first for many celebs and a 
few of my friends, these days. It's kind 
of a nice change. For the first time to 
my knowledge, M.I .A. is setting a good 
example. 
I don't know about you guys, but 
I'm having a very hard time picturing 
M.I.A. as a mother. She sings songs 
about shooting people for drugs. Her 
life seems to be pretty mysterious, as 
in we don't see her in the tabloids ever, 
which makes me think that she does 
crazy underground things. I am aware 
that these are weighted assumptions, 
but I simply can't picture her parenting 
a child. 
As some of you may know, M.I .A. 
has started her own clothing line, which 
can be seen on miauk.com. The clothes 
are extremely bright, colorful and geo­
metric and sure to adorn her adoring 
fans, and probably Mark the Cobras-
nake's adoring fans too. 
My question is this: do you think she 
will dress her baby in those crazy "Af-
rikan" prints? If she did, I would die. 
Babies are cute and small in the first 
place, but dressed in bright geometrical 
hipster-ish prints they are on cute over­
load status. 
If M.I .A. does this, her baby will 
probably be the coolest baby ever, after 
Clay Aiken's, and will be brought up 
in the most amazing and worldly sur­
roundings. M.I.A.'s father was a major 
member of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam in Sri Lanka, where she 
was brought up and is technically a ci­
vilian refugee of. Her songs are about 
thought-provoking political subjects 
and are put to eclectic, danceable beats. 
In my opinion, this makes her a pretty 
interesting mom-to-be. 
Therefore, this baby is the luckiest 
future baby ever created. My one hope 
is that it does not sport a mohawk, like 
that little guy Maddox. This baby's 
future fashions should be rebellious 
enough, and cuter at that. 





Straight out of suburban Chicago, The 
Academy Is... is anything but boring. 
Their music is an emo/indie rock blend 
with heavy punk influences that does 
not involve screaming. While each of 
their albums is unique in its own way, 
TAI bass player Adam Siska informs me 
that their newest album, "Fast Times At 
Barrington High," is the best yet. Siska 
kindly made time for a quick interview 
this week, shortly before the band's San 
Diego show next week. 
The Vista: How did The Academy Is... 
get together? 
Adam Siska: We went to high school to­
gether, and I guess we were just a bunch 
of no-good kids with a mutual love of 
music. Mike was from one town over and 
when his old band broke up, we got him 
to come play with us. It's hard to come 
across people who want to work really 
hard, and we were fortunate enough to 
find that. Once we had the right group, 
the message just kind of came together. 
V: What happened next? 
AS: We worked hard, wrote a handful of 
songs and found a decent producer who 
fit our budget and recorded a demo. We 
burned copies and handed them out ev­
erywhere including shows, at the mall, on 
the street, just trying to spread the word. 
We were anxious to get heard! This was 
all happening during a really interesting 
time in the local Chicago scene, right 
when a lot of great bands were getting 
started. We were sharing the stage with 
bands like Knock Out and Sarah Well 
Night, and members of those former 
bands are now playing in bands like Plain 
White Tees and Panic at the Disco. 
V: So I was checking out your site online 
and I noticed your TAITV podcast. How 
did that start? 
AS: Years ago, when we were on tour 
and were dying of boredom, we filmed 
these goofy videos. We posted it on our 
website and people seemed like it. So, our 
friend John, who is now the bass player 
for Panic at The Disco, came with us and 
filmed them. Then we let it go for a while, 
like almost two years. Finally we hired 
my friend Jack from high school who is 
really talented. TAITV is just something 
for us to do to remind fans not to take 
themselves too seriously. Sometimes you 
Art and music 
KEIGE TOM 
STAFF WRITER 
If you're wondering where you need 
to be on Thursday nights, the answer 
is downtown at TNT. The "Thurs­
day Night Thing," sponsored by the 
Museum of Contemporary Art San 
Diego, is a monthly event jam-packed 
with many attractions. 
The first event is a free art exhibit 
that always features new and exciting 
media, such as film, painting and pho­
tography. 
just have to act goofy and make jokes! 
V: After listening to your stuff and check­
ing out your site, I can see you guys have 
your own flavor. How would you clas­
sify that? 
AS: I think you have got to let other 
people do that for you. I wake up each 
day feeling different than I did the day 
before, but I can say that we all have 
eclectic tastes and never feel bound by 
any styles. 
V: Bill and Travis' Bogus Journey Tour 
is a pretty unique name for a tour, Where 
did that come from? 
AS: The tour's name was inspired by a 
movie called "Bill and Ted's Bogus Jour­
ney," which was a breakout movie for 
Keanu Reeves. It's a stoner comedy about 
teenage time travel. Our promo poster is 
really similar to the movie poster. In it I 
play Death or the Grim Reaper, that skel­
eton guy, I guess. 
FUELED BY RAMEN RECORDS 
"About A Girl" playing on MTV's "The 
Hills"? 
AS: I really wouldn't know. I've never 
even seen the show. I wish MTV still 
played music videos but I'm more than 
happy to be included. They lost the 
whole video thing to shows like "Date 
My Mom" and "The Hills." I think the 
lifestyle projected on those shows is not 
something the average American should 
aspire to, but that being said, a guy from 
"The Hills" hosted a show we did in New 
York, and he was really nice. So I guess 
I'd be happy if MTV just did videos and 
"The Hills" then. 
If you think you're ready to check out 
these radical rockers, be at their show to­
morrow at Soma, the legendary hardcore 
punk and hardcore concert venue in San 
Diego. The Academy Is... is playing with 
We Are The Kings, Carolina Rocker and 
Hey Monday, which should make for a 
great night of rocking out, all for a mere 
V: How do you feel about your song $17. 
is the Thursday Night Thing 
Although the amount of art exposure 
at USD can sometimes be overwhelm­
ing, keep in mind that this isn't your av­
erage art exhibit. TNT mixes traditional 
art forms with much more modern, as 
well as any in-betweens. 
But that's not all. TNT also hosts a 
live band and for those of you who are 
21 and older, you can rest easy because 
there's a bar. In addition, the event 
always features a live DJ, an FM 9IX 
booth and other exciting activities. This 
week, there will be face and body paint­
ing and a YouTube lounge. Since the 
museum is very close to the American 
Plaza trolley station, getting there from 
campus is convenient. 
Everyone knows that college is a 
time to experiment, so Tivo "Grey's 
Anatomy" for once and come check 
out some free art and music at the 
museum. 
TNT occurs the first Thursday of every 
month from 7-10 p.m. 
The band usually starts around 9 pan. 
at the MCASD, 1100 and 1001 Kettner 
Blvd. 
For more information visit mcasd. 
com or myspace.com/mcasd. 
14 Thursday, October 16, 2008 The Vista ARTS & CULTURE 
HARD Haunted Mansion creator chats with The Vista 
KAITLIN PERRY 
A & C FDITOR 
Halloween is a holiday now 
considered trashy in many col­
lege communities. With girls 
dressing up in as little clothes 
as ever and Top 40 songs 
remaining popular for much 
longer periods of time than 
should be acceptable, typical 
Halloween house parties are 
now redundant and not as fun 
anymore. 
An exciting alternative to 
these house parties, which 
will inevitably be broken up 
anyway, is HARD Haunted 
Mansion, a music extravagan­
za taking place on Halloween 
night at the Shrine Expo in Los 
Angeles. 
HARD was founded by Gary 
Richards, aka Destructo. In­
spired by his underground rave 
background and the impressive 
talents of today's electronic mu­
sicians, Richards decided to put 
on a different type of rave to be 
enjoyed by people that appreci­
ate artists such as Justice, Boys 
Noize and DJ AM, all of which 
are included on the HARD 
Haunted Mansion lineup. 
"Kids that go to raves are 
young and really high on drugs. 
At our event people are here for 
the music. They don't show up 
with glowsticks and pacifiers 
in their mouths, they're more 
mature and cooler than that. 
I'm trying to provide a place 
for cool people to enjoy good 
music," Richards said. 
Richards and concert pro­
moters alike agree that there's 
a new scene brewing right now 
in the music world, and it has 
aptly been titled Neon Punk. 
Neon Punk kids dress in bright 
colors and love to have a good 
time, consistently following 
musicians that play music they 
can dance to. 
HARD caters to that and 
provides these Neon Punkers 
with a safe and exciting -envi­
ronment where they can enjoy 
some of their favorite bands, as 
well as crazy, creative visuals 
and legit Halloween costumes. 
The way the festival works 
is very simple. There are three 
stages total, one of which is the 
main stage, which will be per­
formed on by the big names, 
like Soulwax. A new act will 
take this stage at the top of 
every hour, while the smaller 
stages will alternate acts every 
half hour. Attendees will be 
able to see everyone; they'll 
just have to leave performances 
a little early. The way the stages 
and times are set up, people 
will be making a loop around 
the venue and never be without 
amazing sounds. 
Richards is most excited for 
Soulwax's performance. Ac­
cording to him, Daft Punk could 
be considered the grandparents 
of electronic music, Soulwax 
could be considered the parents 
and Justice could be considered 
the grandkids. Soulwax is a 
huge act on the lineup and has 
had a huge impact on the elec­
tronic music world. 
Almost all of the acts on the 
lineup are connected in some 
way, such as Justice and Simian 
Mobile Disco, who both have 
their own version of Simian's 
song "Never Be Alone," aka 
"We Are Your Friends." Rich­
ards himself is on the lineup as 
Destructo. He'll be acting as 
emcee and running the whole 
show from stage to stage, hour 
to hour. 
After working on this event 
for a year and a half straight,-
Richards' one hope is that he 
gets to enjoy the music and 
not be overwhelmed by logis­
tical happenings. "HARD has 
a good reputation and we're 
trying to build trust with the 
audience," Richards said. 
In my opinion the lineup 
alone has the gained the trust 
of thousands, and this Hallow­
een will definitely be one to 
remember if you spend it at the 
Haunted Mansion. Tickets are 
guaranteed to sell out by next 
week and can be purchased at 
groovetickets.com. 
HARD Haunted Mansion provides big names and big sounds 
JUSTICE: A favorite for club­
bers and college students alike, 
French duo Xavier de Rosnay 
and Gaspard Auge create an ar­
resting mix of catchy beats and 
choruses with an underlying 
moodiness. MK 
SOULWAX: Soulwax, whose 
work is an exciting combina­
tion of ideas out of seeming 
randomness from the minds of 
David and Stephen Dewaele, is 
an electronic band that samples 
flavors from other genres in its 
originality and inventiveness. 
Their sets seem to consistently 
drive their core fans crazy, and 
the performance is guaranteed 
to be a wild experience. MK 
SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO: 
Simian Mobile Disco, a produc­
tion and remix team from Great 
Britain, came about in 2005 at 
Manchester University, when 
two former classmates found an 
equal passion for music. Musi­
cally, Simian Mobile Disco 
is known for heavily stylized 
tracks often with minimal in­
strumentation. AD 
BOYS NOIZE: Despite the plu­
rality of the name, Boys Noize is 
actually just one man: Alexander 
Ridha, considered by many a 
musical mastermind. His music 
and productions have excited 
massive interest from artists like 
Soulwax and Justice and his re­
mixes of Depeche Mode, Feist, 
Bloc Party and Kaiser Chiefs 
have thrilled global DJs and 
crowds all over the world. MK 
CRYSTAL CASTLES: Crystal 
Castles, a Toronto-based duo 
consisting of Ethan Fawn and 
Alice Glass, is known for their 
passionate delivery and perfor­
mance. Their music is sincere, 
uncontrived and completely 
original, mainly because the two 
are concerned more with creat­
ing great music than pleasing 
society and the media. MK 
DEADMAU5: An exciting blend 
of techno and trance beats, Ca­
nadian Deadmau5 is an act not 
to be missed. Along with the in­
novative blends of sounds from 
different genres, his concept-
based shows incorporate visual 
effects and unique costumes to 
create something unlike generic 
live DJ performances. Dead-
mau5's passionate tracks have 
resulted in a huge demand for 
his work as a remix artist, and 
his performance at HARD will 
be unforgettable. MK 
CROOKERS: An exploration 
in dance by DJs Phra and Bot, 
Crookers is a twisted mix of in­
tense house and classic hip-hop 
beats. The duo has succeeded in 
crafting music that defies place­
ment in any one particular genre, 
instead creating tracks that tran­
scend across the stereotypical 
boundaries of hip-hop. MK 
DJ AM: A musical whiz kid and 
a fixture in the night life scene, 
A-listers and hipsters alike are 
dancing to his beats, and he has 
scratched on albums for every­
one from Papa Roach to Shifty. 
His performance at HARD in 
San Diego is guaranteed to be 
memorable. MK 
JASON BENTLEY: In addition 
to his radio DJ duties, Jason 
Bentley works clubs quite often 
in the Los Angeles community 
through which he has perfected 
his energetic performances. His 
work as a music supervisor for 
video games and films should 
prove him to be an excellent 
live performer, well suited to the 
dynamic environment of HARD. 
MK 
DAEDELUS: Alfred Darlington, 
the man behind Daedelus, has a 
look and a performance style that 
conveys his individuality. After 
being a part of several local 
rock, jazz and ska bands in his 
earlier days, Darlington began 
DJing and soon became an un­
derground hit due to his unique, 
agressive style. Daedelus is an 
exciting, up-and-coming artist 
that should not be missed. MK 
N.A.S.A.: Originating in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, N.A.S.A., an ac­
ronym for North America/South 
America, draws mainly upon 
Brazilian funk beats and South-
American inspirations, with one 
interesting contemporary twist: 
their passion for bringing people 
together from different musical 
genres, races, religions, politics 
and languages while ignoring 
boundaries that keep people 
divided. Their debut record 
"The Spirit of Apollo" conveys 
this noble idea, and includes an 
imposing array of notable guest 
artists, including Tom Waits, 
Method Man, Karen O. of the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Ghostface 
Killah, M.I .A., John Frusciante 
of the Red Hot Chili Peppers 
and DJ AM (also performing at 
HARD). MK 
LUCKYIAM: After releasing 
solo records with heavy un­
derground acclaim, Luckyiam 
has evolved into an emcee who 
knows how to deliver an outra­
geously catchy hook. He has cre­
ated his own style and identity 
in hip-hop, combining mature 
verses with polished production 
and indie hip-hop guest artists 
like Aesop Rock and Mickey 
Avalon. Having rocked every 
major hip hop event you can 
name, Lucky is stepping into a 
spotlight in front of thousands 
of hands waving in the air just 
as the record drops. With a hip-
hop hit in his future, Luckyiam 
is without a doubt an artist to see 
if you want to be ahead of the 
game, musically. MK 
PAPARAZZI: Paparazzi, often 
described as complex and dif­
ficult to pin down into one spe­
cific genre, has truthfully helped 
to spread indie and electronica 
to other cultures. He's per­
formed with electronica names 
such as Justice, MSTRKRFT, 
Simian Mobile Disco and Spank 
Rock. Always trying to set 
himself apart from the average 
DJ, Paparazzi has begun to add 
extraordinary visual elements to 
live shows - much to the delight 
of fans and concert-goers. MK 
DJ MARSHALL BARNES: 
The protege of underground DJ 
StoneRokk, Marshall Barnes is 
a favorite among the Hollywood 
elite. His music is all the rage, 
not only because of his technical 
mastery, but also because of his 
diverse style, which combines 
both the classic and the inno­
vative. His unparalleled skill, 
combined with his creativity, is 
what has put DJ Marshall Barnes 
in such demand. MK 
KEITH 2.0: Keith Wilson, also 
known as Keith 2.0, has been a 
club kid, starving actor, runway 
model and DJ since the ripe old 
age of 20. His frustration with 
the music industry and nightlife 
lead him to create the original 
LeDisko, Club 82 and Club 
Moscow, hosting and catapulting 
careers from Shiny Toy Guns to 
the Cold War Kids. Keith's Hol­
lywood clubs have become the 
foundation of the electro night­
life scene. AD 
Special thanks to Mercedes 
Kastner and Avery Durnan. MYSPACE.COM/HARDFEST 
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What is the law? 
A weapon to be wielded? 
Or more than that? 
A set of tools. 
A creative approach. 
A helping profession and collaborative process. 
Explore the wide scope of the law 
in a school devoted to the big picture. 
CALIFORNIA WESTERN 
S C H O O L  O F  L A W  |  S a n  D i e g o  
What law school ought to be.s 
(619) 272-0022 
USD CampusCash Accepted 
(CLASSIFIEDS 
Room for rent w/ own 
bathroom, new condo 
near USD w/ 2 female 
students. Non smoking. 
$695. Call (805) 498-
1215. • 
Box Office Staff - Lamb's 
Players Theatre is looking 
for a motivated, problem 
solving, quick thinking, 
clear'communicator with 
a sense of humor to be a 
part of its Patron Services 
team. Must be able to 
represent the theatre to 
the general public in a 
helpful, courteous and 
professional manner. 
Must have good commu­
nication and social skills. 
Must be punctual and 
reliable. Comfort working 
with computers necessary, 
experience with Macs 
helpful. Pay is $10/hr 
after an initial training 
period. Email cover letter 
and resume to Susan 
Campbell (susan.camp-
bell@lambsplayers.org.), 
Box Office Manager, or 
fax to (619) 437-8904. 
House Manager/Conces­
sions- Lamb's Players 
Theatre is looking for 
an upbeat, motivated, 
problem-solving person 
with a sense of humor 
to work evenings and 
weekends as part of its 
House Management and 
Concessions staff. Must 
be 21 or older, able to 
represent the theatre to 
the general public in a 
helpful, courteous and 
professional manner. 
Artisan pizzas, salads, sandwiches and pastas 
Dine in, pick up and delivery all day 
11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily 
Online ordering at www.zoizza.com 
zpizza Linda Vista/USD 
Located in The Village at Morena Vista 
5175 Linda Vista Road, Suite 106 
San Diego, CA 92110 
solving seating issues, 
supervising volunteer 
ushers, and Concessions. 
Background with food 
service is a plus, but 
not necessary. Must be 
punctual and reliable. Pay 
is $10/hr after an initial 
training period. Email 
cover letter and resume to 
Susan Campbell (susan. 
campbell@lambsplay-
ers.org.), Box Office 
Manager, or fax to (619) 
437-8904. 
Telesales Staff - Lamb's 
Players Theatre seeks a 
self-motivated person 
with positive attitude 
who desires opportu­
nity to earn an average 
of $ 18-$28/hr making 
outbound subscription 
sales calls, selling Lamb's 
Players' season tickets. 
Love of theatre is a plus, 
sales experience preferred 
but not necessary. If you 
like people and have a 
charismatic personality, 
you will be successful! 
Hourly plus commission 
and weekly bonuses, plus 
complimentary tickets. 
Evenings, Sun-Thur, 
5:30-8:30. Email cover 
letter and resume to Ed 
Hofmeister (ed.hoftmeis-
ter@lambsplayers.org), or 
fax to (619) 437-6053. 
Math Tutor - 2007 Math 
Tutor of the Year has 
several openings for fall 
semester. Guilt-free 
tutoring, step-by-step 
instructions and great 





"USD Monday Night 
Study Break"... 
Between 8:00 p.m. and closing 
on Monday receive a 20% 
discount on all dine in and 
pick up orders with your USD 
ID. Not valid on delivery orders. 
May not be used in conjunction 
with any other special offers or 
coupons. 
HELP WANTED/JOBS: 
Looking to build your own business 
while in school? Love jewelry? PT 
or FT on own time? Interested? 
Check website: www.myparklan-
ecom/tdietz Call (858)774-
5613/5614 or email terriandphil@ 
myparklane.com. 
30% Off 
oil all entrees!! 
Not include beverages or 
dessert. 
NolviMwih any other offer. One 
cooponper party. Villi only at the Sen 
Diego Store. Pleese pre sent the coupon 
\4>an ordering. 
Exp res 10/19/08 usd 
(858) 278-2454 
3880 Convoy St., #102 
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La Comida Corner with Scott and Mr. Sergio 
SCOTT NOVAK & 
SERGE SEPLOVICH 
STAFF WRITFR & OPINION EDITOR 
SS: As promised, my colleague and I 
ventured out past the confines of Mis­
sion Beach this week. It took a lot of 
courage and will power, but Scott and 
I finally broke free from our comfort 
zone shackles. 
SN: Yes, readers, we even made it past 
Pacific Beach, traveling all the way to 
La Jolla for this week's morsel of res­
taurant knowledge. North of Pacific 
Beach, just east of Mission Boulevard 
on Turquoise Street, we encountered 
a quaint little sandwich and smoothie 
shop that goes by the name of Chronic 
Smoothies. 
SS: This little beach bungalow offers 
a variety of options to conquer both 
your hunger and sweet tooth. Chronic 
Smoothies offers both breakfast and 
deli sandwiches for all you deli fanat­
ics. These sandwiches are adorned 
with only the finest quality of meat. 
Yes, that's right. These sandwiches 
are made with Boars Head meat. The 
smoothies, their bread and butter, are 
all made with fresh fruit. 
SN: I don't know about you, but I 
prefer a thicker smoothie, one with a 
little more oomph, and that's exactly 
what Chronic delivered. Good con­
sistency, great fruity taste and not too 
tough on the wallet for under $3. 
SS: Their "Cantaberry Crush" smooth­
ie actually tasted like I was biting into 
a slice of cantaloupe. It was a refresh­
ing change from the nutra-sweet tast­
ing slush you get at other smoothie 
shops. For my sandwich I opted for the 
"C.R.B." Cheddar and warm, thinly 
sliced roast beef anchored this sub. 
Fresh tomatoes, lettuce, onions, pep­
pers, mustard and mayo all joined this 
tasty party on a soft wheat roll. How 
SD culture: Heavenly Cupcake 
GIOVANNI GONZALES 
CAMPUS FOCUS CO-FDITOR 
One of the greatest creations in the 
world is the cupcake. I do not know who 
decided to invent this pint size concept 
of bliss, but whoever did 1 would surely 
thank him or her. This past weekend, 
1 was wandering around the Gaslamp 
Quarter and happened to stumble upon 
a cupcake lounge, cleverly named 
Heavenly Cupcake. 
Now, some of you may be wondering 
why I took the time to write about cup­
cakes. Well, for starters, these cupcakes 
are not your regular out-of-the-box cup­
cakes. Heavenly Cupcake only uses the 
freshest ingredients, and when possible, 
they will use local and organic products. 
They also ensure that you are always 
served a fresh cupcake, which is why 
they bake throughout the day. 
These are some of the best cupcakes I 
have ever tasted in my life. I would say 
that their only competition would be my 
Nana's cupcakes. As a cupcake lounge, 
it is a very stylish and comfortable es­
tablishment. They have ample seating 
both inside and outside and offer a place 
to temporarily tie up a dog. 
In my opinion Heavenly Cupcake 
beats the San Diego cupcake eatery 
competition hands down. Their signa­
ture flavor is orange chip, which is va­
nilla cake mixed with a pinch of orange 
zest and chocolate chips topped with a 
dark chocolate butter cream frosting. 
Their second most popular cupcake 
is the traditional red velvet, which is 
one of my personal favorites. The red 
velvet cake is traditional but their cream 
cheese frosting is what sets them apart 
from their competitors. 
The flavors at Heavenly Cupcake 
change daily, which keeps their custom­
ers coming back for more. 
Some of their other flavors include 
lemon coconut and peanut butter choco­
late. 
You can walk in any day of the week 
and not only be greeted by a wide as­
sortment of cupcakes but also by smil­
ing counter help and bakers. It may 
seem silly to spend $3 on a cupcake, but 
in my book Heavenly Cupcake not only 
meets expectations, it surpasses them 
with flying colors. This is why I went 
there every day during the past week­
end. 
Heavenly Cupcake 
518 6th Avenue 
619-235-9235 
Tues.-Thurs., Sun.: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-9 p.m. or later 
Closed Mon. 
do you spell delicious? Apparently, at 
Chronic Smoothies it's C-R-B. 
SN: I selected Chronic's staple sub 
sandwich, aptly named "The Chronic 
Sub." This was a delicious compo­
sition of Sausalito turkey, provo-
lone cheese, avocado, bacon, lettuce, 
tomato, onions and, of course, the op­
tions of mayo and mustard. Although 
it was a fairly scrumptious sandwich, 
the price tag was a little exorbitant for 
what I got. At $7 I feel I paid almost 
double what this sandwich was worth. 
It was quite enjoyable, but I probably 
should have just made a sandwich at 
home and taken a ride on the roller 
coaster. 
SS: My trusty associate brings up a 
good point. The major drawback to 
these otherwise tasty subs was the lack 
of meat. Chronic Smoothies would 
definitely benefit by piling on a little 
more of the good stuff to balance out 
the giant roll they give you. I under­
stand the quality of meat here is better 
than your average deli, but that's no 
excuse. There were some bites I took 
where wheat bread and mustard over­
powered the turkey and cheese. This 
should never happen. Overall though, 
the sandwich delivered its promise of 
tastiness. 
SN: Although the sandwiches were 
definitely on the pricey side, Chronic 
Smoothies' decor was a definite plus. 
1 was able to watch Matt Ryan lead the 
Falcons on their little TV, and during 
commercial breaks, I was thoroughly 
entertained by the multitude of stick­
ers that cover every inch of the shop. 
The contents of their fridge were also 
quite amusing, with an awe-inspiring 
display of vitamin and energy drinks. 
Apparently, "Playboy" is now in the 
energy drink business, but I refrained 
from purchasing it because I don't 
think Hef needs any more silk robes. 
SS: The countertop was covered with 
fliers promoting upcoming concerts, 
festivals and activities around the 
area. Hip stickers adorned the door 
and walls, which gave Scott and I 
something colorful and fun to look at 
while waiting patiently for our order. 
SN: Overall, Chronic Smoothies is 
a cool spot to get your grub on in 
La Jolla. However, it does more of 
a number on your wallet than your 
hunger. Don't get me wrong, the sand­
wiches are good, but not $7 good. 
SS: I agree. As appetizing as the food 
was, my bank account was not pleased 
with me afterward. But hey, my belly 
was, and that's all that matters right? 
SN: Join us next week for another 
stroke of culinary genius from Scott 
and Mr. Sergio. 
See film "Body of Lies" 
LAUREN MILLSLAGLE 
STAFF WRITER 
"Body of Lies" follows CIA agent 
Roger Ferris, played by Leonardo Di-
caprio, as he weaves a web of intricate 
strategy and deception in the Middle 
East. His supervisor,EdHoffman,played 
by Russell Crowe, operates from the 
United States and relies heavily on his 
cell phone to stay in contact with Ferris. 
While working towards catching Al-Sa-
leem, the leader of a prominent terrorist 
group, the two constantly disagree over 
the morality of the mission objectives. 
Ferris has fully immersed himself in 
the culture of the Middle East for his 
position, but in the process, he has de­
veloped a strong affinity for the people 
and the traditions they follow, espe­
cially a Jordanian gentleman. Ferris 
connects with Hani Salaam, played by 
Mark Strong. Salaam is a charismatic 
character that is dangerously powerful 
and has a father-like fondness for Ferris. 
The relationship between the two is 
fundamental to the film. 
Ferris" compassion is starkly con­
trasted against Hoffman, who has the 
more common callous American view 
that can be typified as unsympathetic 
and ignorant towards the people of the 
Middle East. His missions for Ferris 
often discount the importance of the 
lives of the Muslim people that Ferris 
holds in high esteem. 
My main issue with this film is 
Crowe's portrayal of Hoffman. I under­
stand that the character was supposed to 
be a little sassy and quirky, but Crowe 
showed an obnoxiously aloof character 
with an embarrassingly inconsistent 
and unauthentic southern accent. It 
made the character neither likable nor 
respectable and made Hoffman seem 
weak despite his high rank in the CIA. 
His on screen performance was sag­
ging, both physically and verbally. It 
would have been beneficial to the film 
to cast someone other than Crowe for 
this role. 
While the explosions, fast paced 
dialog, excellently choreographed 
fighting and car chases have been done 
before, the underlying humanitarian 
message has never before been so per­
fectly executed. 
Dieaprio's performance is convinc­
ing, and he does a superb job showing 
that it is possible for a westerner to ap­
preciate the Middle East. Strong's por­
trayal of Salaam was expertly executed 
and his character was my personal 
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CollegeCandy.com catches up on sweeties 
Website keeps the average college student updated on everything from news to babes 
CARRIE WIDDER 
STAFF WRITFR 
One of the aspects that I love most 
about college life is the fact that all over 
America, despite every school being a 
little different in their own way, almost 
every funny nuance of college life is 
universal: beer, scandalous Hallow­
een costumes, liberalism, Facebook, 
"The Office," shall I keep going? The 
bottom line is that it's almost a guaran­
tee that there will be common ground 
somewhere in a conversation with an­
other college student. 
This is why I have recently been 
checking in with CollegeCandy.com. 
It is another little internet gem, espe­
cially for us college kids. 
Granted, most of the ladies out there 
will gravitate more towards this site 
than the boys will, but seeing as how 
USD is comprised of a large female 
population, I'll go ahead and write 
about it. 
CollegeCandy.com is written by col­
lege girls, for college girls. They post 
daily about topics ranging from sex, 
food, celebrities and politics to typical 
college happenings (un-prescribed Ad-
derall usage, prevelance of marijuana 
and, of course, the scandalous Hallow­
een costumes).' 
Highlights of the site? Their weekly 
feature presents guys they want to, 
well, you get the picture. Last week's 
pick was actor Michael Cera, most re­
cently seen in "Nick and Norah's Infi­
nite Playlist." He may not be your first 
pick, but this site perfectly describes 
how appealing he can be: 
"Ok, so he's not the sexiest man on 
the planet. In fact, if we saw him hang­
ing out at Starbucks between classes, we 
probably wouldn't give him a second 
glance on our way to the Splenda, but 
there is something about Michael Cera 
that makes him so attractive. He is the 
nice guy. The modest guy. The quiet 
guy. The guy who doesn't say much, 
but when he does, it's funny and cute 
and sweet and totally makes you want 
to tear his clothes off and... Especially 
in that quiet Canadian accent." 
I also love this site because, let's not 
kid ourselves, we're really freaking 
busy! I know I'm not the only one who 
has at least four midterms this week. 
Why spend time reading a full-length 
article about the news when you can 
get a quick overview in a minute or 
less? Not that I don't appreciate the 
in-depth stories on CNN, but some­
times you just need a little summary 
to stay on top of your current news. 
And maybe it's just me and my sudden 
hatred of the infamous Perez Hilton, 
but is anyone else annoyed with how 
COLLEGECANDY.COM 
many pages you have to scroll through 
to actually read something celebrity 
related that is interesting? As much as 
I care about what blogger Perez has 
claimed to have "omg discovered," 
frankly, I just want the tidbits, and that 
is what you will find at CollegeCandy. 
com. 
At the very least, check out their 
post on Halloween costumes. Seri­
ously, it's hilarious. 
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Being from the Bay area, I know 
what it is like for a sports team to waste 
money on an athlete. True, when my 
teams spend the big bucks, I'm excited 
and pleased that my team obviously 
shows they want to win, but when those 
players do not pan out, it can be ex­
tremely frustrating. 
The San Francisco 49ers decided to 
break the bank for quarterback Alex 
Smith, giving him a $50 million con­
tract, even though he had never thrown 
a pass in the NFL. If you want my opin­
ion, Alex Smith quite possibly could 
challenge Ryan Leaf as biggest NFL 
bust. You can't hate him for making the 
money he does, but it is still frustrating 
that someone who gets paid so much is 
able to walk away with without produc­
ing anything worth mentioning. This ar­
ticle is not intended to bash Smith, but 
a different San Francisco athlete named 
Barry Zito. 
The San Francisco Giants signed 
Zito in 2006 for a contract that paid 
him an average of $17 million a year. 
His credentials were impressive during 
signing: a Cy Young Award winner with 
a low career ERA and equipped with 
the best curveball in the league. Zito 
signed the contract and became one of 
the worst pitchers in baseball. To put it 
simply, Zito can't do anything right. 
A local radio announcer, appalled by 
Zito's performance, called him out on 
his large contract. The much deserved 
jeers were answered by Zito, not with a 
simple laugh, but with an attack. 
"I am doing well and it seems that 
in your eyes I am evil because I have 
money. When Timmy Lincecum hits 
free agency, will he be evil? 'Cause ev­
eryone loves him now as they loved me 
six years ago." 
The conversation between Zito and 
the radio host quickly turned into some­
thing very unexpected. Zito made state­
ments such as, "I was the Tim Lincecum 
seven years ago and everyone loved me 
and there were signs saying 'will you 
marry me,' to, 'I've been through a lot 
of pain and a lot of struggle.'" 
Zito's true personality was finally 
exposed to all the local fans and he is 
one example of an athlete who thinks 
his life is tough because he has to per­
form under pressure. I had only a small 
excuse to dislike Zito before, since I 
did not know him as a person. Now I 
can officially say, I not only dislike Zito 
the baseball player, but Zito the person 
as well. 
Toreros ground the Eagles in a 41-17 decision 
RUBIN RESNICK 
CHIFF COPY FDITOR 
The Morehead State University 
Eagles found themselves in a no-fly 
zone over Torero Stadium this past 
Saturday, and needless to say, they 
encountered some rough turbulence. 
The Eagles, bearing little resemblance 
to their similarly named professional 
football counterparts in Philadelphia, 
stumbled through the first half of the 
game and never recovered to bring San 
Diego to an pristine 6-0 record, 4-0 in 
the Pioneer Football League. 
This game was the fourth consecu­
tive game, and the fifth within the last 
six, that USD has scored at least 40 
points. The Toreros produced over 400 
yards of offense that was a result of 
good play execution coupled with a bal­
anced attack that differed from previous 
games. Almost half of the yards gained 
were through the running game, with 
halfbacks Phil Morelli and Matt Jelmini 
combining for 35 carries for 189 yards 
and one touchdown. 
Like an aggressive hunter, quarter­
back Sebastian Trujillo picked off the 
Eagle's defensive backfield with the 
rifle that was his arm, going for 19 of 31 
attempts for 198 yards and three touch­
downs. He threw two of those touch­
downs to John Matthews who racked 
up his season total to 12 touchdown 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Quarterback Sebastian Trujillo had an­
other great game against Morehead. 
receptions and helped raise Trujillo's 
pass touchdown total to 19 this season. 
If Matthews continues on the pace that 
could reach 22 touchdown receptions 
on the season within the remaining five 
games. Overall in regards to the offen­
sive performance on Saturday, it was as 
easy as shooting fish in a barrel, or more 
appropriately, shooting eagles out of the 
sky. 
The Toreros had transformed into a 
figurative brick wall as they forced six 
punts out of 10 Eagle possessions in the 
first half and forced two turnovers, one 
being an interception and the other a 
fumble recovery. Defensive back A1 Ad-
eyemi made the defining statement for 
the defense by making the interception 
and returning it 37 yards for a touch­
down in the opening minutes of the first 
quarter. What ensued was a defensive 
onslaught from defensive linemen Josh 
Sutchar and Julian Strickland with eight 
combined tackles, linebackers Derek 
Marten and Kevin Dunn with nine 
combined tackles and defensive backs 
Patrick O'Neill and Gabe Derricks with 
11 total tackles. 
The Toreros have this week off as they 
prepare to travel to Florida next week 
to face the Jacksonville Dolphins. The 
Dolphins are currently ranked second in 
total offense in the PFL, but they will 
most likely fall to a USD team that is 
firing on all cylinders as they look to 
he is currently maintaining, then he finish the season undefeated. 
A week in the life of a San Diego Charger 
BLAKE TRIMBLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
The following is from the perspective 
of a student who traveled with the Char­
gers for their game against the Raiders 
on Sept. 28: 
The past 48 hours has been a packed, 
rigorous and tiring schedule for the San 
Diego Chargers. They are traveling to 
Oakland to play their huge division 
rival, the Raiders. At noon on Saturday, 
about 24 hours before kickoff in Oak­
land, the team has a walk-through with 
all of the plays they are going to run. 
Just two hours later, all 130 people who 
traveled, the players, coaches, staff and 
Charger's media, are at Chargers Park in 
Mission Valley getting ready to board 
four huge stagecoaches that take them 
to the airport at 2:45 p.m. 
Once the team arrives at the airport, 
the buses drive straight out to the tarmac 
to a Delta 757 plane. Everyone then 
gets off the buses and boards the plane 
from both the front door and the rear 
service door. Each person on the plane 
has a nametag on the seat which they 
are supposed to sit in for the duration of 
the flight. The players are assigned seat­
ing towards the front of the plane, then 
the coaches are placed behind them, and 
then in the back are staff and media. 
When the plane gets up to the cruis­
ing altitude for the short one-hour flight 
to Oakland, the flight attendants begin 
to offer food. At just about every five 
minutes, a flight attendant goes through 
the isle handing out huge portioned 
meals. It's hard for the average person 
to get through one, however, some play­
ers eat as many as four. 
At about 4 p.m., the plane lands in 
Oakland. The media, players, staff and 
coaches get their luggage and board 
four buses at the airport. The only thing 
that is different about this bus ride from 
the one earlier is that there is a police 
escort that clears the way for the buses 
from the Oakland airport to the Marriot 
Hotel, where the team will be staying 
for the night. 
Two hours later, the team arrives at 
the hotel. The group of 130 once again 
get off the buses, grab their luggage and 
proceed to walk inside. Everyone has 
already been given a room assignment, 
so they head to the front desk, grab their 
keys and head to their rooms. 
At this point coaches tell the players 
that they have four hours to rest and 
get dinner before meetings start at 8:30 
p.m. and end at 9:45 p.m. The players 
have been assigned the entire sixth floor 
in order for the coaches to make sure 
that the players are in their rooms by 
the curfew at 11 p.m. If players do not 
abide by the rule they will be fined or 
can possibly even be suspended a game 
for violating team regulations. 
Finally, the day everybody had been 
waiting for has arrived: game day. 
Some players get up as early as 8 a.m. 
for the organization to conduct team 
mass before breakfast begins at 8:45 
a.m. Most of the media and staff get up 
a little later. They get down to the first 
level of the hotel where breakfast is at 
around 9:15 a.m. Some of the stragglers 
included guys such as Quentin Jammer, 
the Chargers all pro cornerback and Luis 
Castillo, the all pro defensive end. These 
two players, like all of the others, go to 
breakfast with their Bose headsets on in 
order to get psyched up for the game. 
No matter what team the Chargers play, 
they always expect a close game. 
At 10:30 a.m., the buses leave to go 
to McAfee Stadium where the battle is 
getting ready to take place. As soon as 
the players get there, they begin their 
respective preparation routines. They 
go through numerous stretches and 
warm-up drills until 12:55 p.m., just 20 
minutes before kickoff. 
After kickoff ensued, the game did 
not start out well for the Chargers. They 
were facing a deficit of 15 points at 
the half. Yet, the potent offense of the 
Chargers couldn't be stopped for long. 
In the second half, they outscored the 
Raiders 28-3. The Chargers ended up 
with a hard fought 28-18 win. This win 
improves their record to 2-2, and at the 
end of the game, the team is ecstatic 
because of the huge deficit that they had 
overcome. 
Within one hour after the game the 
players take showers, board buses, and 
the group of 130 people are on their 
way to the airport. The four buses again 
drive straight up to the plane, which ev­
eryone boards for the short flight back 
to San Diego. 
The players are tired from the game. 
However, most can't even sleep because 
of the emotional high they experience 
from their win. The team arrives back to 
Chargers Park at 9 p.m. on Sunday with 
fans again waving Chargers flags as the 
buses enter the facility. Once the players 
are off the bus, head coach Norv Turner 
tells the team to get some rest and that 
they will be hitting the film room at 1 
p.m. on Monday. 




Anthony Slama is a former pitcher 
for the University of San Diego. In 
2006 Slama was.< selected by the Min­
nesota Twins in the 39th round. Instead 
of signing with the Twins, Slama de­
cided to play a season at USD. After 
the season ended, Slama decided to 
sign with the Twins organization. He 
is currently in the Twins farm system, is 
considered one of the top minor league 
closers, and is playing in the Arizona 
Fall League. In 2007 Slama had a re­
markable year splitting time between 
the Beloit Snappers and the Elizabeth-
town Twins. During the year he went 
1-1 with a 1.71 ERA and 14 saves. I had 
a chance to catch up with Slama earlier 
last week. 
SPORTS 
The Vista: What do you attribute 
your baseball success to thus far? 
Anthony Slama: My success is the 
direct result of hard work and dedica­
tion. Talent can take you only so far in 
this game. To get to the next level, you 
need to push yourself everyday and have 
strong supportive people around you. 
V: How do you feel you have 
improved from your time at 
USD, to where you are now? 
AS: My time at USD was brief but 
memorable. The training and coach­
ing staff got me into the best play­
ing shape possible and built a strong 
core of fundamentals that stays 
with me in professional baseball. 
Padres could be getting sold to the highest bidder 
DARRIN HALL 
flliFST WRITFR 
The San Diego Padres baseball 
franchise could be for sale. After a 
dismal year for the Padres that includes 
owning one of the worst records in 
Major League Baseball, 49 percent of 
the franchise is up for sale. 
However, the report has not been 
officially recognized by the Padres or­
ganization and the rumors are, "highly 
speculative," said the Associated 
Press. 
Rumors of the sale sparked from the 
divorce between major stockholder of 
the Padres John Moores and his wife, 
Becky Moores, who filed for divorce 
after 44 years of marriage to her hus­
band. 
"No decision regarding the Padres 
has been made, and the divorce pro­
ceedings are the subject of confidential 
mediation. Neither John nor the Padres 
Will have any further comment on the 
report." This statement was released 
by the Padres in response to the report 
coming from local news station NBC 
7/39. 
Moores made his success through 
computer software sales, and in 1994 
he bought the majority share hold of 
the Padres for $80 million. NBC 7/39 
also reported that the possible sale of 
the Padres has sparked interest with the 
Jacobs family, who were co-founders 
of the successful telecommunications 
company Qualcomm. 
A spokesperson for Qualcomm has 
said that the matter is a personal one, 
and that the family had no comment on 
the issue. 
Kevin Towers, the General Manager 
for the Padres, was also unavailable 
for comment, however he did state that 
there would be less money available 
to the Padres next year, resulting in a 
lower payroll for the team, which was 
at $75 million this year. 
San Diegians could take the real 
hurt from this sale, as a potential owner 
could decide to move the organiza­
tion to another, more profitable city. 
Though this is unlikely, it is a possible 
scenario. 
For Padres fans, these speculations 
may result in another dismal season 
next year. The Padres already have one 
of the lowest payrolls in the league, and 
this could mean that the Padres would 
not have enough money to keep their 
high-profile players such as Adrian 
Gonzalez and Jake Peavy. 
Keep in mind that this information is 
still highly speculative, but usually sto­
ries like this would not surface without 
some tmth behind them. Regardless, 
Padres fans must remain "friar faith­
ful!" 
interview: former pitcher Anthony Slama 
V: What do you miss most 
about playing baseball at USD? 
AS: The biggest thing I miss about play­
ing ball at USD is the camaraderie in the 
clubhouse. Competing to go to Omaha 
and the College World Series make col­
lege players a very tight knit group. I also 
miss going to women's volleyball games. 
V: Which batter is the toughest you 
have faced thus far in your career? 
AS: The toughest hitter I faced this year 
was the Blue Jays' Travis Snider. He 
absolutely kills the ball. Another guy to 
watch out for is the Orioles' Matt Wiet-
ers. 
V: What are you going to be doing in 
the off-season and what have you heard 
about your placement in the minor 
league system for the 2009 season? 
AS: This off-season I have the oppor­
tunity to play in the prestigious Arizona 
Fall League with the Phoenix Desert 
Dogs. Next year I will start the year 
in New Britain, Conn, in the Double A 
Eastern League. 
V: Which current Major League pitcher 
do you compare your pitching style to? 
AS: Throughout my high school and col­
lege years, I wanted to pitch like Mark 
Prior. I wouldn't say our deliveries are 
the same, but they might be somewhat 
similar with my arm slot lower than his. 
V: What are your long-term goals in 
baseball? 
AS: My long-term goals are to stay 
healthy, have a long career and to make 
it to the big leagues. 
.311 
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Slama struggled at times as a Torero, but he credits the university for getting him in 
Major League shape. Slama could see time with the Minnesota Twins in 2009. 
-
MARISSA WINKLER/THE VISTA 
The Padres are between a rock and a hard place right now. The team's attendance is 
down from last season, and the team is once again planning to cut payroll. 
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Women's soccer able to steal a win from Santa Clara 
KIVA HERMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
The 18th ranked women's soccer 
continued their winning ways after 
defeating the Santa Clara Broncos in 
the conference opener contest for both 
teams. Santa Clara's first half lead at 1-
0 was not enough to stop the Toreros (9-
3-2 overall, 1-0-0 conference), as the 
Broncos fell 2-1 to USD on Sunday. 
Santa Clara's Kiki Bosio was cred­
ited with the sole goal that came in 
the 23rd minute as she set up the ball 
for a shot on a Broncos throw in. The 
ball bounced out of the hands of USD's 
senior goalkeeper Brittany Cameron 
into the net to give Santa Clara a 1-0 
lead. It was the first goal for Santa Clara 
(3-9-2 overall, 0-1-0 conference) in six 
games. After going down 1-0 in the first 
half, the Toreros came back full force. 
Two minutes into the second half, 
USD's sophomore midfielder Jackie 
Zinke crossed a ball to Elissa Magracia 
just out of the box. Magracia, who was 
open, was able to kick the ball into the 
post past the Broncos' keeper Meagan 
McCray. 
With the score at 1-1, Zinke crossed 
the ball to senior striker Amy Epsten, 
who in turn got a shot past McCray to 
give the Toreros the win. 
Senior Brittney Cameron was cred­
ited with the win for the Toreros as she 
allowed one goal and recorded one save 
whereas McCray, was saddled with 
WHIsm 
' li. • 4 
• 'IIS 
i*i§ 
KATIE L0P0RE/THE VISTA 
Freshman defender Natalie Garcia was a highly touted recruit out of high school, and she has lived up to that billing. Garcia has 
been a vital part of the Toreros defense this year. The Toreros are only giving up an average of 0.5 goals a game. 
the loss as she allowed two goals and San Diego will return to conference on Sunday, Oct. 19, as Toreros face the 
recorded three saves. Cameron's stellar action tomorrow at Torero Stadium to Gaels of St. Mary's (8-4-1/1 -0-0 WCC) 
performance was just one of the many take on the University of San Francisco at 1 p.m. 
she has had thus far this season. (5-7-2) at 7 p.m. Following is a match 
Men's soccer uses strong schedule to fuel WCC run 
LOVEL TOKIC 
fiUFST WRITFR 
The men's soccer team knew that a 
slip up in conference play would mean 
missing out on the NCAA Tournament 
for a sixth straight season. Coming Into 
conference play, the Toreros were still 
searching for their first victory on the 
season. Last weekend, they traveled to 
Moraga to get their first victory against 
the St. Mary's Gaels and this weeekend 
they returned home to face the Gonzaga 
Bulldogs and Portland Pilots. Sopho­
more sensation JD Penilton commented 
before the weekend that "this is by far 
the most important weekend of our 
season." 
On Friday night the Toreros, led by 
Ryan Peterman, Eddie Ahman and Tim 
Grey in the backline, dominated the 
Bulldogs 3-0. With USD dictating the 
pace of play and creating a number of 
scoring opportunities, senior midfielder 
Dane McCleary drew a penalty kick 
midway through the first half. Junior 
striker JT Howlan stepped up to beat 
the Gonzaga goalie to his right with a 
low shot. 
With less than one minute left in the 
first half, senior defender Ahman sent 
a beautiful over the top through ball to 
Kyle Ochoa. Ochoa calmly gained con­
trol of the bouncing ball and beat the 
Gonzaga keeper by tucking a precise 
shot just inside the near post. Torero 
domination continued through the 
second half when Howlan set up Trevor 
May just 10 minutes into the half. May, 
a new starter, notched his first goal of 
the season after he received a pass from 
Howlan in the box and coolly fired the 
low shot into the goal. Senior keeper 
Kelin Briones notched his second shut­
out of the season with a stellar effort in 
goal. 
The Toreros faced the Portland Pilots 
on Sunday afternoon. The Toreros were 
looking to exact a measure of revenge as 
the overtime loss to the Pilots last year 
at home essentially knocked the Toreros 
out of a NCAA Tournament bid. USD 
opened up the scoring about midway 
through the first half. Junior defender 
Ryan Peterman sent a long, over the top 
ball to striker Andrew Feld. 
Feld corralled the bouncing ball from 
just inside the box and slipped a shot 
past Pilot keeper Austin Guerrero. On 
a similar play later on in the first half, 
sophomore Brandon Kelley received 
another long ball from freshman de­
fender Corey Norris. After a defensive 
misplay, Kelly headed the high bounc­
ing ball past Guerrero to put the Toreros 
up 2-0. Former Torero Leland Wright 
cut the deficit in half eight minutes 
before halftime. Wright exacted a mea­
sure of revenge on the Toreros when he 
fired a laser beam past Briones into the 
top corner of the goal. 
The Toreros were poised not to let the 
pesky Pilots back into the game. Just 10 
minutes into the second half Peterman 
sent another long ball to Feld at the top 
of the box. Feld skillfully controlled the 
ball with his chest and sent it down into 
the path of the on-running Kevin Cook. 
Cook, the speedy freshman midfielder, 
made no mistake with his shot as he 
sent a low screamer past Guerrero into 
the lower corner of the net. The Pilots 
ALEX DRU/THE VISTA 
Senior midfielder Eddie Ahman prepares to receive a header from his teammate. Ah­
man has started for the Toreros in 10 games this season and has three goals. 
wouldn't go away, however, as Collen 
Warner bent a free kick from about 29 
yards out by the Torero wall and past 
the sprawling Briones. Having cut the 
Torero lead to 3-2, Portland kept the 
pressure on USD by peppering Briones' 
net with an assortment of shots and 
crosses. 
With six minutes left in the match 
after a mad scramble in the box follow­
ing a dangerous cross, a Pilot player 
found himself with the ball and a golden 
opportunity to score. With Briones being 
down and out of the play, the Pilot sent 
a shot on net. The shot was ticketed for 
the back of the net until sophomore J.D. 
Penilton slid and cleared the ball off the 
line. The Toreros held on for the 3-2 
victory and improved their conference 
record to a perfect 3-0. 
The win, unfortunately, didn't come 
without bad news. Senior captain 
Ahman left the match just ten minutes 
before the final whistle with an apparent 
elbow injury. The potentially crippling 
blow left somewhat of a dark cloud over 
the squad after two huge victories in 
conference play. 
When asked about the teams new­
found scoring explosion and success, 
head coach Seamus McFadden com­
mented, "we played five of the top 10 
teams from last year, the out of confer­
ence schedule really prepared us for 
conference play." Penilton emphati­
cally stated, "this was by far the most 
important weekend of the season for us. 
With these wins, we proved we can play 
with anyone in conference." After these 
two huge wins in conference, the men's 
soccer team is poised for another big 
second half run. 
The Toreros will face the University 
of San Francisco Dons tomorrow night, 
followed by the Santa Clara Broncos on 
Sunday afternoon. 
